
8th November 2024

Headteachers update

Welcome back! I hope you have all had a wonderful half term and the children are refreshed and
excited for the next 7 weeks of school. This is one of my favourite half terms as there is just so much
going on and we have the added delight of Christmas at the end of it all. Over the coming weeks
your child will be continuously challenged and supported in the classroom to produce their best
possible work but we also have a number of fun activities planned. Please make sure that you keep
an eye on Class Dojo and the School Diary so you don’t miss any events.

The value for this month is Responsibility, a prominent one in my opinion as the nights get darker,
we have just had Bonfire night and we have events such as Children in Need and Odd Socks Day
coming up. The children at Belsay are amazing and they know how to be responsible, so I have no
doubt they will show us all lots of examples for this value. We have also been linking Responsibility to
our British Values and Protected Characteristics so challenge your child to tell you about them.

I would like to once again congratulate Belsay Day Care on their Outstanding recent Ofsted
Inspection. For those who were able to attend the Harvest Festival, I talked about the symbiotic
relationship between our school and day care, something we have developed further over the last 18
months and an invaluable resource for us as a school. The level of education and care they provide to
our children is unbelievable and you only need to go into our Reception Class to see what fantastic
children we benefit from, having been at Belsay Day Care. It is quite surreal that they have spaces
available so please do spread the word far and wide because an amazing opportunity awaits!

Next week in school we will be noting two days of importance. On Tuesday 12th November we
encourage the children to come into school in PE kit but wearing Odd Socks, as this is a way of
celebrating our differences and uniqueness. Then on Friday 15th November we will be supporting
Children in Need. Children are invited to wear non-uniform (spots would be great) and we ask for a
donation of £1, which will be going to the charity.

Finally, this week it has been great to get back to our celebrations and we had a fab Hot Chocolate,
well done to all the nominees this week. A further congratulations to all our Outstanding
Achievement winners, one week in and already some amazing work throughout school - keep it up
Team Belsay!

Have a great weekend and see you Monday.

Mr Shaw



Safeguarding
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school areMr Shaw and Miss Dixon.

Safeguarding Update



Attendance

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 91.43 97.65

Maple 96.27 94.73

Alder 89.29 93.94

Oak 92.57 95.72

Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170

Percentage
attendance

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90%

Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for
concern

Serious
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.

What are the risks of missing a day of school?
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education



Classroom updates - Willow Class

It has been lovely to see everyone this week and welcome everyone into school after what has been a
busy half term break. We have enjoyed spending time looking at all of the photos on Tapestry during
the week. The children have loved telling us all of the wonderful things they have been doing.
The week started off full of excitement as we made our own fireworks using paint and glitter. It
wouldn’t be Autumn 2 without a bit of glitter already! The children were great at remembering how
to stay safe around a bonfire and they talked positively about their experiences of seeing fireworks.

One of our favourite lessons in school is PE and this week Mr Smith was so impressed with everyone
that he made everyone the PE superstar! The children showed great enthusiasm and their listening
skills were excellent.
Next week looks set to be another busy one for Willow class. We have our Come Dine With Me
experience onWednesday, our class is focusing on Children In Need on Thursday and we have our
first school trip on Friday. We are really looking forward to going on the bus with preschool!
Have a lovely weekend!

Miss Houghton



Classroom updates - Maple Class

Maple class had a fantastic first week back at school after the half term holiday! It was lovely to hear
about the children’s half term adventures, they enjoyed sharing their photographs and talking about
their experiences with the class. In English we began the new class text, The King Who Banned the
Dark by Emily Haworth Booth. We made predictions about the new story and looked closely at the
illustrations of the book before we read it. We thought of lots of interesting questions to ask about
the artwork in the book and looked for clues about the plot before we read it in story time. We also
became illustrators and drew our own illustrations inspired by the language within a passage of the
story. In Science, we started our new Biology unit Animals Including Humans and played a game of
pairs to match animals to their offspring. We learnt that some animals look similar to their offspring
but some look completely different!

Miss Dixon



Classroom updates - Alder Class

A fantastic start to our new half term. Alder Class continue to go above and beyond. I am incredibly
proud of their efforts this week with regards to following our class expectations and working towards
our class target of producing a gold standard of presentation in our books. They are the most
wonderful class and a pleasure to teach.

We started our week in Maths with practice towards the International Bebras Challenge. This
challenge focuses on logical thinking skills and problem solving. The students loved this task. I found
many of them were saying the practice challenge questions were too easy and so moved on to
looking at challenges set for older students. I look forward to joining in with the UK challenge next
week and know the children are very excited too.

English has seen the introduction of a new class text ‘Queen of Darkness’ by Tony Bradman. We had
a great discussion as to whether this is a non-fiction or fiction text. Having read the first chapter we
find ourselves enthralled and eager to read on.

You will have seen our explosive pieces of Art on ClassDojo. I had to upload a picture of them all, Mr A
and I were very impressed. What a fantastic topic this will be.

Wishing you an enjoyable weekend.

Miss Cruse and Mrs Aynsley



Classroom updates - Oak Class

Welcome back Team Oak! With the half term holidays seeming like a distant memory, our oldest
children up here in Year 5 and 6 have thrown themselves back into learning this week with the
exemplary attitude that we have come to expect from them. Even though it is one of the busiest
terms in the academic year, I know we have got a great set of young learners up here to absolutely
smash the challenges set before them out of the park in the next seven weeks.

In English, we said goodbye to “Street Child” as our key quality text. Many of our Year 6s fed back that
it was their favourite text of Upper Key Stage Two so far. A pretty high accolade, but given the pride
that the children have taken in their work over this unit, not a surprising one at all. Moving forward, it
is time to get festive (or not festive as the case may be) as we explore the classic “A Christmas Carol”
by Charles Dickens.

An exciting week for Maths at Belsay, especially up here as our School Improvement Partner gave us
a massive thumbs up for some of our reasoning and problem solving around addition and
subtraction. Year 5 will begin to catch up to Year 6 this week, as we begin our study of multiplication.
Time to get the counters out again!

Finally, a massive thank you to Mr. Atkinson this week. At the drop of a hat, he has covered sessions
in Spelling, Geography and Art and the work produced by the children in those lessons was of the
very highest quality. He did have some help though as some of us decided to have a go at being the
teacher too.

Have a great weekend everyone. Let’s make a start on the road to Christmas!

Mr. McLeod



Dates for your Diary
Date Time

13th November All day Odd Sock Day - Wear odd socks if you wish

13th November 11:30am Come Dine With Us - Willow Class

15th November All day Children in Need- Wear spots if you wish or non
uniform with a donation of £1

15th November 9:30am Willow Class trip to Seven Stories

18th - 19th November Evening Parents Evening

5th December 1:45pm Pele Trust Christmas Carol Concert @ St Mary’s Church,
Ponteland

6th December TBC Christmas School Performance

10th December Lunchtime Whole School Christmas Dinner

12th December Evening PTA Belsay Quiz and Taco night - adult only

13th December All day Teacher training day

17th December TBC Whole school trip to Tyne Theatre

18th December 3:15pm PTA Christmas Fair

20th December Lunch School closes for Christmas

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required.

Happy Birthday to those who celebrated this week
Annabel (Alder)

Grace-Mae (Willow)
Hallie (Willow)



CHIMPANZEE COMMUNITY EXHIBITION (featuring drawings from Belsay Primary School Children),
QUEEN'S HALL, HEXHAM

25 October - 23 November - Gallery One and Two



Belsay Quiz and Taco night. Please purchase tickets in advance by completing this Google Form and
by paying the ‘Friends of Belsay School’ account, using ‘Quiz’ and your surname as reference for

payment. This event starts at 6:30pm and takes place in the Sir Stephen Middleton Hall.

https://forms.gle/Rf5PRcpkJhYA9eYt5





