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24th January 2025
Headteachers update

What a week! | know | say this often but we really have had a good mix this week with exceptional
work and then the battering of high winds. Needless to say we continued on and made the best of
the tricky situation.
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Therefore on Tuesday and Wednesday this
week we took part in a school review. |
thoroughly enjoy taking part in these activities
because it allows external visitors to come into
school and see the amazing work that is going
on. The work on the left is a small selection of
books from Year 1 - Year 6, fantastic!
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| can honestly say that the children and staff were unbelievable and as always | am so incredibly
proud of them all. The level of focus, attitude and overall positivity fills the air in Belsay creating the
most wonderful learning environment. | would also like to add that it is also down to you, as parents
and carers, that this is possible so thank you for your continued support and willingness to engage
with school.

Unfortunately, due to the weather, | know a high number of families were unable to get the children
to school today. Please rest assured that this is absolutely understandable as your safety is our main
concern.

We did end the week with our Hot Chocolate celebrations, a much needed drink in today's wind, so
well done to all our winners! However, we will delay our Outstanding Achievement Celebrations until
next week once all children are back in school.

| hope you all have a safe weekend and look forward to seeing you Monday. Well done Team Belsay
on smashing another awesome week!

Mr Shaw




Safeguarding
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Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is B8I0#% Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 100
Maple 98.51
Alder 100

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.
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Classroom updates - Willow Class

I am not quite sure where this week has gone, but another week is completed for Willow class. The
children have worked incredibly hard this week and this was noticed by the Pele Trust visitors who
have been in school. Willow class blew Mrs Blain's socks off!!

We have continued to focus on the story The Polar Bears Home and the children have been thinking
about what we can do to help save the polar bears. We discussed that we could turn off the lights,
turn off the taps, recycle and plant a tree. Ideas we can all be a part of which will help the world. It is
great to see and hear the children remembering so many key facts about polar bears and becoming
more confident to share the facts with others. Over the next few weeks we will be starting to think
about ways we can raise money to adopt a polar bear. The cost is £36 and we are aiming to raise as
much money as we can towards this. It would be great if you could talk to your child about this and
see what ideas they come up with. Please feel free to share your ideas with me on Tapestry.

This week we have been ‘making a fuss' about number 7. We have identified the
number on a number line, used the part part whole method to make 7 and even
wrote the number 7 on paper and in the sand tray. The children are starting to
remember the ways to make 7 without always having to count or check using
resources. Well done everyone!

Each morning we complete a fine motor activity, this helps us to build up our strength in our fingers
and is a vital step on our early writing journey. This week the children have enjoyed making a polar
bear house using sugar cubes, creating a polar bear using playdough and matching snow balls to
numbers. | have been really impressed with the children during these activities and it has been
lovely to see everyone so busy. Please make sure your child is in school before 8.55am to allow them
to take part in this during this time. It really helps to make a difference and the children enjoy the
hands-on activities.
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Have a lovely weekend and stay safe.
Miss Houghton
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week we received wonderful handmade bunting and first letters from our new linking class at
Hawthorn Primary School. It was lovely to read about our new friends, learn their names and hear
what their interests are. We discussed similarities and differences between ourselves and our linking
class and practised our letter writing skills in English to write replies. We worked hard to include
guestions, exclamations and conjunctions in our writing to express ourselves clearly and make our
letters interesting to read. In History we continued our Inventors of the North East topic and learnt all
about Cragside house and what makes it special. We discussed the inventions inside William
Armstrong’s world famous home in Rothbury and compared them to the inventions we have inside
our own houses today.

Miss Dixon
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Classroom updates - Alder Class

Alder Class has gone Gorilla mad this week. Inspired by our class text The One and Only Ivan, we
have been creating our own non-chronological report on gorillas. The children have demonstrated
great knowledge of the features of a report and also researched some incredible facts. Did you know
gorillas share 98% of our DNA and can learn to communicate with sign language? I'm sure the
children will be able to share many more of their fascinating facts. We have also spent time in art
looking at gorillas and drawing our own, focussing on light and shade to add depth to our drawings.

Year 4 have been introduced to factors and factor pairs in maths, whilst also extending their
multiplication skills to multiplying three digit numbers by 1digit. Year 3 have been developing their
fluency in multiplying 2 digit numbers by 1 digit. Castles still had us gripped on Thursday afternoon,
where we looked at how castles evolved to protect people during the medieval period. In PSHE, we
are looking at teamwork and we had fun seeing if we could pass a hula hoop around the circle
without touching it with our hands. The more we communicated with one another, the quicker we
got! In Science we continued our forces topic by exploring the properties of materials. We looked at
different types of metal, we predicted which would be magnetic and then tested our theories. We
had such fun. We talked a little about the planet parade. | wonder how many of us managed to see
any planets, Jupiter has been especially bright.

Have a lovely weekend and we'll see you all next week!
Mrs Aynsley and Mrs Rutter
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Classroom updates - Oak Class

These children are absolute, bonafide superheroes. Some weeks, | really don’'t know how they
manage to even get through everything, let alone do it to the high standard that they do, with the
impeccable attitude that they have. It has been no secret to anybody that we have had some special
visitors in school this week and it has been a real pleasure as a teaching professional to share this
class and their work with “the powers that be". | couldn't possibly do justice to the curricular
coverage that they have achieved this week on one page of A4, but nevertheless, I'll give it a go!

We have completed our Play Script “Big Write” and the children have demonstrated a fantastic
knowledge of their features and how to present them. Year 5 are developing good levels of fluency in
their bus stop division over a range of strategies as our Year 6s continue the chunky and challenging
unit of fractions. The Gods of the Ancient Maya had us absolutely gripped on both Tuesday and
Wednesday, freeing up Thursday afternoon for another Science investigation, this week looking at
friction. To top it all off, you only have to look below to see the unbelievable standard of artwork the
children have been producing with Mr. A. A superb team effort all round.

Keep up the good work at home Team Oak, and I'll see you on Monday!
! \ [~

Mr. McLeod




Dates for your Diary
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Date Time
10th February All week Year 6 mock SATS week
Tith February All day Safer Internet Day
17th February Tpm Dance Festival @ Heddon on the Wall
18th February 3:30pm Dukeshouse Wood residential parent information
evening
19th February 3:30pm SATS Parents information evening (Year 6)
21st February 3.15PM School closes for half term
3rd March All day Teacher training day
4th March 8.45am School reopens for all children
12th March All day Shakespeare performance @ Northern Stage
13th March 4:30pm Year 6 France residential parents information evening
at Darras Hall Primary School
18th March All day Red Nose Day (non-uniform £1 donation)
19th-21st March All day Dukeshouse residential for Year 3-5
24th-28th March 8.45-8.55am Scholastic Book fair
3.15-3.45pm
24-28th March All day Made in the North East week
27th March Morning Willow class trip to a farm
11th April 3.15PM School closes for half term
28th April 8.45am School reopens for all children

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required




Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week

Thomas (Oak)

Safer Parking
around our school

As a driver you have a responsibility to park
in a safe and considerate manner.

_‘_____Q_“-"l Park with care and help make the area near and
f@ *  around our school a safer place for everyone. in

PELE
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At Chantry Middle School, Morpeth
12.30 to 6.30pm

Whatever instrument you play, or if you like to sing,
there is a workshop for you. From traditional reels to
rock music, and everything in between, will he taught

and then performed to parents.
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Come and join in the fun, make new friends and learn
new music!

SIGNUPHERE  Or Séan  Sarees

Students MUST sign up in advance to attend the workshop
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