
 
 

31st January 2025 

Headteachers update 

What a fantastic week it has been at Belsay! Every day, I am reminded of what a special place our 
school is and that is down to our incredible children, our supportive families and our dedicated staff. 

Walking through school this week, I’ve seen so many moments of joy, determination, and kindness. 
From the youngest in Willow class showing such enthusiasm for their learning to the older children 
in Oak impressing us with their creativity and resilience, it has been a pleasure to see everyone giving 
their best. It’s not just about what happens in the classroom - our children continue to show 
kindness to one another, work as a team and uphold our values whether that is during play time or 
during Forest School sessions.  

A huge thank you to parents and carers for your ongoing support. Whether it’s helping with reading 
at home, ensuring good attendance or simply encouraging your children to do their best, it makes 
all the difference. We are lucky to have such a strong and engaged school community.  

In connection to reading. Miss Houghton has decided that from Saturday 1st February until Sunday 
9th February, she will double Bookworm Points! This is in conjunction with National Storytelling 
week so it is a great opportunity to encourage your children and read as much as possible at home 
with them, it really does make a huge difference. We know the children are excited about this so find 
a nice comfortable spot, switch off from our busy lives and let’s have some quality time with our 
loved ones.  

Did you know that reading with children is one of the most powerful ways to support development. 
Furthermore it can boost language and literacy skills; improve academic success; strengthen 
parent-child bonds; develop focus and imagination and encourages a lifelong love of reading - so 
what are you waiting for?  

Looking ahead, we have some exciting events on the horizon and I can’t wait to see what the next 
week brings. In the meantime, I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

Our week has ended in a normal fashion with Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate nominations. 
Congratulations to all of this week’s superstars for their hard work and recognition! 
 
I hope you have an enjoyable weekend and I look forward to seeing all your extra Bookworm Points 
over the coming days.  
 
Mr Shaw   

 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon. 

 

 

 



 
 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.06%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 100% 96.27% 

Maple 98.07% 95.85% 

Alder 98.41% 96.39% 

Oak 99.11% 95.87% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 
It really is hard to believe that another week is coming to an end. It is true what they say that time 
flies when you are having fun and we have had lots of that this week in Willow class.  
 
Our focus this week has been on Chinese New Year. I have been so 
impressed with the children and their ability to remember the 
different animals, practice saying simple greetings and even 
completing some writing linked to the topic of Chinese New Year. I 
was particularly impressed with the sentences some of the 
children were able to write following the theme of ‘I can see a …’. 
Have a look on Tapestry to see some of your children’s amazing 
work. One of the favourite activities of the week was writing 
numbers using the Chinese symbols to represent the numbers. It 
was great to see the children so confident to attempt to write the 
symbols and everyone was very impressed with the final outcome.  
 

                                   
On Thursday afternoon we welcomed the children and staff from Belsay preschool into our class. It 
was lovely to see everyone together again and the children enjoyed completing the different 
activities linked to Chinese New Year. It was great to see the children in Willow class so confident to 
show preschool the classroom. The children enjoyed trying noodles and prawn crackers. We are very 
lucky to have such strong relationships with Belsay Preschool and it is great that we can work so 
closely together.  
It is always a great week in Willow class but I feel like this week is the week where we can really see 
the impact we are having on our development. I have been blown away by the writing that has been 
produced this week. Everyone is progressing in Phonics and seeing everyone so busy in Discovery 
time has been amazing. The children really are the best thing about Belsay and they make me so 
proud of them every single day. None of this is possible without the support from the parents in 
Team Willow. We really are the best team. A big thank you to you all for all of the support.                       
Miss Houghton 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 
 
In Science,  we have been learning about animals and how they are suited to their habitats. We 
discussed the different types of habitats around the world and talked about the animals we would 
find living within them. We were given examples of creatures found in each habitat and looked 
closely at their features, discussing how they are adapted to their surroundings. We carried out a 
research enquiry and learnt lots of amazing facts about all of our favourite creatures! We used our 
facts to create posters about different animals and their adaptations.  
 
In PSHE, we learnt all about Chinese New Year and how it is celebrated. We listened to the story of 
the Chinese Zodiac and marked this year as the Year of the Snake through crafts in class. On 
Wednesday we had a delicious Chinese lunch prepared by Mrs Hayes and we put our Mandarin 
language skills into practise. Sun nin fai lok! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Miss Dixon and Miss Oliver 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Alder Class 
 
We have big news in Alder Class this week, the female Australian Walking Stick Insect that we have 
been watching so carefully has laid eggs! It’s possible Mr Atkinson is the most excited about this, but 
needless to say we are all thrilled. Watch this space! 
 
Much debate has been had around our big question in English this week. Should zoos be banned? It 
would be wonderful if you could continue these discussions around the dinner table at home. I can’t 
wait to read the final pieces of writing the children complete. Maths has seen a continuation of 
multiplication and division skills, everyone is making great progress!  
 

 

 
 
The children were delighted to resume our Design Technology project this week and their 
locomotives are coming on well. We have been focussing on measuring and have discussed the 
importance of accuracy. We will continue building the chassis next week and then move onto 
considering the electronics required to make the locomotives move.  
 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 
Mrs Aynsley and Mrs Rutter 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Oak Class   
 
Is it really Friday already? The weeks just keep rolling round when you are as jam-packed with action 
as we are up here in Oak Class! 
 
We have begun our next unit of writing around Much Ado About Nothing, beginning to show our 
character knowledge as we work towards a diary entry for some of our favourite characters. Having 
first identified the features necessary for a diary entry, we have been looking at informal language 
and first person/past tense writing with some pretty awesome results. 
 
It is always a pleasure to spend a little bit of time altogether as a Y5/6 group in Maths for Reasoning 
and Problem solving and luckily we have been able to do that this week with division as the core 
focus. The knowledge that the Year 6s have been able to pass on to our Year 5 pupils has been 
absolutely priceless. 
 
We talk about RESPECT a lot at Belsay, but PSHE this week has given us a brilliant opportunity to 
look at self respect and what we can do to practice it both in and out of the classroom. Again, there 
was some brilliant maturity on show here. Air resistance was the focal point of Science this week and 
we even had time for some Mayan writing in History. 
 
Onwards and upwards to another weekend Team Oak! Thank you for your endless support! 

 
Mr. McLeod  

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Date Time  

10th February All week Year 6 mock SATS week 

11th February  All day Safer Internet Day  

17th February 1pm Dance Festival @ Heddon on the Wall 

18th February 3:30pm Ford Castle  residential parent information evening 

19th February 3:30pm SATS Parents information evening (Year 6) 

21st February  3.15PM School closes for half term  

3rd March  All day Teacher training day  

4th March  8.45am  School reopens for all children  

6th March  All day  World Book Day *** more details to follow *** 

12th March  All day  Oak Class Shakespeare performance @ Northern Stage 

13th March 4:30pm Year 6 France residential parents information evening 
at Darras Hall Primary School 

18th March All day Red Nose Day (non-uniform £1 donation) 

19th-21st March  All day  Ford Castle  residential for Year 3-5  

24th-28th March  8.45-8.55am  
3.15-3.45pm  

Scholastic Book fair  

24-28th March  All day  Made in the North East week  

27th March  Morning  Willow class trip to a farm  

11th April  3.15PM  School closes for half term  

28th April  8.45am  School reopens for all children  

 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week 
 

Ella (Maple) 
Henri (Maple) 

 
 
 

Jane Lee McCracken: Artist Talk & Auction 
​​ Queens Hall, Hexham  

​​ Wednesday 19 February, 7pm 
​​  Tickets From £5 

​​ White Room 

          
          Click here for more information and to book tickets 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.queenshall.co.uk/whats-on/jane-lee-mccracken-artist-talk-auction


 
 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
School council met this week to discuss various fundraising ideas and our involvement in the very 
exciting Kaleidescope Project! Watch this space for more information coming soon! 
 
If you have any ideas for fundraising that you would like us to discuss at our next meeting in 2 weeks, 
please let us know.   
School Council 
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