
 
 

7th February 2025 

Headteachers update 
 
The end of another week which means there are only two more to go until our well deserved half 
term break! The children are churning out work like absolute superstars and it is always nice as we 

approach the end of a half term as our topics start to conclude. In school we 
are starting to focus this term on ‘Make a Fuss!’ which is symbolised by a 
lightbulb. The idea behind this is so that when the children see the image 
on the screen, this is the most vital piece of information that they must 
remember from that lesson. So far it is having a fabulous impact as our 
children are not only knowing more but remembering far more about the 
topics they have been learning. Why not challenge your child to explain 
what the lightbulb means and if they can tell you any cool facts about 
recent topics? 
 

As we move into February, our new value for this month is going to be confidence which I think is 
poignant, given the fact that next week in school we are holding our Mock SAT week for the Year 6 
cohort. Confidence is about self belief and if we can ensure that the children believe in themselves 
and they know the staff believe in them, they can achieve anything their hearts desire. One young 
person in Reception told me this week they wanted to be a Unicorn Ballerina when they grow up. My 
response to that was, ‘You can be anything you want if you work hard at it’, children need confidence 
to chase their dreams!  
 
On Friday this week, we welcomed a representative from Northumberland Council into school who 
worked with all our classes around Friendships linked to our PSHE topics. The workshops were 
thought provoking and the children seemed to really enjoy them. 
 
Finally this week, we had our celebration assembly and Hot Chocolate winners. Hot Chocolate really 
is a great opportunity to speak to the children and find out what they like about school but also how 
we can improve it, pupil voice always makes me smile with some of the conversations. A number of 
them are still waiting for me to build a swimming pool on the field! Well done as always to all our 
fabulous winners this week. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and have some fun things planned, see you Monday 
morning for week 6! 
 
Mr Shaw   
 

 



 
 

 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon. 

 

 

 



 
 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.08%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 87.78% 95.89% 

Maple 100% 96.04% 

Alder 94.18% 96.27% 

Oak 98.67% 96.02% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 
This week we have focused on the story of Handa's surprise.  A very 
different book in comparison to The Polar Bear’s Home which has 
been the focus over the last few weeks. We have spent time reading 
the story, sequencing the story using just pictures, creating story 
maps which help us to tell the story without using any writing and 
we have even painted a sunset picture to show the setting of the 
story. Next week we will be thinking about how we can use different 
words to describe the fruit. Can you think of any way to describe the 
different fruits in the story? It would be great if you could start to 
think about this ahead of next week.  
 
I have been very impressed with the writing that has taken place this week. We have been thinking 
about writing simple words and phrases linked to a picture. The children have been fantastic at 
looking closely at an image and then deciding what to write about it. I am looking forward to seeing 
how this continues to develop over the next few weeks.  
 

 
 
We are very excited to be hosting a bake sale in a few weeks time. We have been working hard to 
plan a way to raise money to help with adopting a polar bear. We are excited to announce that we 
are going to use William’s idea of having a bake sale in the last week of the half term. We are very 
much looking forward to making and selling the cakes. As Ronnie told me this week it will be a great 
way to show the school value of collaboration and I couldn’t agree more with him. It is always busy in 
Willow class but the next few might just be the busiest yet!  
 
Have a wonderful weekend and don’t forget to share any photos on Tapestry as we love sharing 
these together.                                  
                     
Miss Houghton 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 
 
On Monday afternoon we worked collaboratively in partners and small groups to finish our 
locomotives as part of the Primary Engineers project. We measured and tied string to the axles of 
the locomotives which acts as a break to slow them to a stop. We then decorated the vehicles. We 
had all sorts of creative designs from unicorns to dragons and NUFC themed decor! A special thanks 
to our Year 5 and 6 helpers Tommy and Alfie! 
 
To mark Children’s Mental Health Week on Tuesday, we had a special whole school assembly in the 
morning and discussed how we can keep our minds healthy. In the afternoon during PSHE, we 
made trees with leaves representing all of the things that help each of us grow and make us happy. 
 
In English, we have been working hard to write rules for taking care of the environment using bossy 
verbs and conjunctions! We are all working hard to improve our handwriting and the presentation of 
our work. We are very proud of our rules and hope to follow them as a school! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Dixon and Miss Oliver 
 
 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Alder Class 
 
National Storytelling Week has been a huge success in Alder Class this week. We have really enjoyed 
listening to Tolá Okogwu’s ideas about how to create a character and story plot. The superheroes 
created by our Year 3 and 4s were imaginative and original. We can’t wait to read their stories! 
 
Maths this week has seen a continuation of our multiplication and division topic. We played around 
with lollipop sticks in year three when considering how to divide and used our place value charts in 
Year 4 to divide with exchange. Some extra time was spent on TTRS, please do continue to use this 
platform at home. Having a quick recall of times tables facts is really important, particularly for those 
in Year 4. 
 
On Thursday, we became history detectives and explored where castles were located in the North 
East. We used maps, photographs and a newspaper article to find clues and then make our 
predictions. We really enjoyed thinking about why different sites were chosen and how the sites 
themselves helped to protect the castles!  
 
Well done this week everyone. Enjoy your weekend.  
 

 
 

 
 
Mrs Aynsley and Mrs Rutter 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Oak Class   
Without a minute to spare all week, we look up and it is Friday! It’s always great to be able to share 
what we have done with you at the end of a busy week and as always, this week, there is plenty to 
share. 
 
In English, our Literacy and SPaG tasks have aligned nicely around the skill of punctuating direct 
speech. This is always a tricky one for everyone to get their heads around but it has been brilliant to 
see the progress and retention of vocabulary, as the week has gone on. Hopefully, we will be able to 
see the results of this as we engage in our Mock SATS week next week, and our Diary Entry Big Write, 
the following week. 
 
Fractions is always an incredibly popular unit in Maths amongst parents and children alike (well, 
sometimes anyway!) and we continue to battle through the world of numerators and denominators 
with great commitment and attitude.  
 
Maths even found its way into our History lesson this week as we explored the Mayan number 
system before flipping back to Forces in Science and investigating the effects of water resistance.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend Team Oak (but make sure you spend some of it reading your play 
scripts!!) 

 
Mr. McLeod  
 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Date Time  

10th February All week Year 6 Mock SATS week 

11th February  All day Safer Internet Day  

17th February 1pm Dance Festival @ Heddon on the Wall 

18th February 3:30pm Ford Castle  residential parent information evening 

19th February 3:30pm SATS Parents information evening (Year 6) 

21st February  3.15PM School closes for half term  

3rd March  All day Teacher training day  

4th March  8.45am  School reopens for all children  

6th March  All day  World Book Day and Holi Festival Colour Run 

12th March  All day  Oak Class Shakespeare performance @ Northern Stage 

13th March 4:30pm Year 6 France residential parents information evening at 
Darras Hall Primary School 

18th March All day Red Nose Day (non-uniform £1 donation) 

19th-21st March  All day  Ford Castle residential for Year 3-5  

24th-28th March  8.45-8.55am  
3.15-3.45pm  

Scholastic Book fair  

24-28th March  All day  Made in the North East week  

27th March  Morning  Willow class trip to a farm  

27th March All day Maple Class trip to Cragside 

27th March All day Oak Class Trip to The Mining Institute and Victoria 
Tunnels 

28th March All day Alder Class trip to Alnwick Castle and Lilidorei 

11th April  3.15PM  School closes for half term  

28th April  8.45am  School reopens for all children  

 

 



 
 

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week 
 

Roxana (Willow) 
 
 
 

 
 

Jane Lee McCracken: Artist Talk & Auction 
​​ Queens Hall, Hexham  

​​ Wednesday 19 February, 7pm 
​​  Tickets From £5 

​​ White Room 

          
          Click here for more information and to book tickets 

 
 

 

https://www.queenshall.co.uk/whats-on/jane-lee-mccracken-artist-talk-auction
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