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4th April 2025

Headteachers update

Welcome to the end of the penultimate week this term. | am pleased to say that it has been a slightly
quieter week but with the sun shining it has been a great opportunity for some Forest School and
Orienteering. | have said it in the past but | honestly can't think of a more beautiful school setting
than Belsay on a sunny day.

As we approach the end of the term | have taken the opportunity to speak to a variety of children
about the topics they have been learning this term. Since Christmas we have been using something
called ‘Make a Fuss! which has been designed to help the children be very clear about what
information they must retain and is given to them at the start of topics in subjects such as History
and Geography. It appears to have been a great new approach to teaching as the children are
remembering far more than what they have in previous terms - well done everyone!

On behalf of the school, | would like to thank our wonderful PTA who have very kindly agreed to
purchase a new fire-pit for our children. You will have noticed that we have created a new seating
area at the bottom of the hill so this will be a fantastic addition to the outdoor learning space. | know
Mr A is already trying to work out what he will be cooking first once it is all set up.

Another project that we are working on and hoping to get established soon will be our Belsay Bees.
Once again Mr A has worked incredibly hard to secure funding and thanks to the Hexham Bee
Society, who will help us set it all up, we are hoping to have our very own apiary in the coming
months.

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Thursday for our Year 2 parent lunch and to our Reception
parents and carers who joined us for a stay and play. It is always lovely to have parents and carers in
school and the children certainly enjoy seeing you all.

Finally this week, due to the various trips and visits that we have had over the last few weeks we have
missed Hot Chocolates and Celebrations, a big part of school life here at Belsay. To make up for it, we
have had two lots of celebrations this week so it has been amazing to have so many success stories
in school, it really does provide a feel good factor.

As we approach the final week of term, please remember that it is a normal pick up time next Friday
and don't forget that it is also our Easter Bonnet or Egg Decorations competition.

| hope you have a wonderful weekend and fingers crossed the sun keeps shining for us all.
Mr Shaw




Safeguarding
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Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Remember our Designated Safeguardmg Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon.
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we
provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is B686%| Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%.

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

Willow 100%

Maple
Alder

Oak

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.

PELE
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Classroom updates - Willow Class

It is true what they say, time flies when you are having fun and that is exactly what is happening in
Willow class!

It has been great to welcome everyone into our class this week for a come and see the classroom
event. A big thank you to Hallie who suggested we do this so that the children could spend time
with their family in the classroom. We had a great turn out and | haven't seen Willow class so busy! |
hope everyone enjoyed the chance to play some games and see what we do in the classroom. We
had the perfect weather for it and we had a lot of fun in the outdoor area. It was great to see families
playing with the bat and ball, painting and even having fun in the mud kitchen. A great afternoon all
round!

- ! \ \ _nl_ ; :
A special parcel arrived in school on Thursday morning and it was the
book that had our Artwork published in it. It has been lovely to see the
children’s work in a real book and they have enjoyed telling everyone
that they are now the illustrator of a real book. If you would like to look
at the book | have a copy in our classroom that | can share with you.

We were fantastic at having our class photo taken this week. The
photographer said we are the best Reception class he has
photographed this year. Well done Team Willow!

| hope everyone has a lovely weekend and let's keep everything crossed
that this wonderful weather is here to stay! We are looking forward to
planning our next event which will be a class water fight, not sure yet if
the adults will be invited to this one, but watch this space!

Miss Houghton

PELE
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Classroom updates - Maple Class

This week, Maple Class has been busy learning all about the Christian celebration of Easter. We
explored why Easter is celebrated and the special traditions families enjoy, such as Easter lunch,
giving chocolate eggs, taking part in Easter egg hunts, and making Easter bonnets. We also
discussed how this time of year is a season of hope and new beginnings, reminding us to be grateful
for all that we have. As part of our learning, we talked about the arrival of spring—how the weather is
changing, the days are getting longer, and new life is appearing all around us. We identified animals
that are born in spring and the flowers that begin to bloom, bringing colour back to our
environment.

In Art, the children have started creating beautiful Easter cards for their families, using bright colours
and creative designs. They also took great care in writing thoughtful messages inside, practising
their Gold Standard handwriting. A special highlight of the week was Year 2's very first Come Dine
with Me event, where we were delighted to welcome parents into school. It was a wonderful
opportunity for families to share a delicious meal together, prepared with care by Mrs. Hayes. We are
so proud of how well the children participated in all their activities this week, and we look forward to
next week's RE lessons, where we will learn about the Easter story and the deeper religious meaning
behind this important celebration.

Next Friday, we will also say a fond farewell to our brilliant student teacher, Miss Oliver, who has been
an asset to our class and our school. We appreciate all of the fabulous lessons she has taught us and
wish her the very best of luck in the next steps of her teaching career.

Miss Dixon and Miss Oliver
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Classroom updates- Alder class

This week, Alder Class has been extremely busy learning about fractions and mixed numbers in
maths. They have explored equivalent fractions, fractions on number lines and adding fractions
together. They have all shown fantastic resilience and perseverance when approaching more

challenging questions and we have been so impressed with how hard they have been working.

In Art, the children completed some fantastic collages with Miss Dixon, focusing on what made
them unique. There were some wonderfully creative designs. We have continued the focus on what
makes us unique and special in RE, where we are looking at the parables that Jesus told about
inclusion and the value of each one of us. We were all enthralled with our climate change topic this
week, linked to our class text The Last Bear. We have researched the causes and effects of climate
change, considering how we can help. All this information will be used to make some factual leaflets
next week.

A real highlight of the week has been our work in geography. The class has been absorbed with all
things rivers. We have learned a lot of new terminology and on Thursday used everything we have
learnt to create our own river diagrams. The children worked in teams and showed great creativity
and amazing teamwork skills. Although our designs were all different, we had all captured the key
learning. We finished our river focus with an experiment with a snow globe. This helped us to
understand the river processes of transportation and deposition.

Well done Alder Class. You have worked extremely hard this week. Have a lovely weekend and we
look forward to seeing you all next week.

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter

PELE
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Classroom updates - Oak Class
Some normality this week? Yes, sort of! Has it been any less busy? Absolutely not! We have been

hammering the curriculum this week and have had a really good run at it across all subjects and the
results have been excellent. Let's have a look at the week, subject by subject!

ENGLISH: We have been tightening the nuts and bolts around some of our more common grammar
and punctuation features. We have developed a good grasp on apostrophes for contraction and
have applied these brilliantly, particularly in the build up to our Big Write, which will be an informal
letter.

MATHS: Year 5s have been adding mixed numbers and are really getting to grips with their strategies
whilst the Year 6s have been discovering that algebra really isn't so bad after all!

SCIENCE: Miss Dixon and Mr. MclLeod split the group to look at the rate of baby development in their
first year of life. We worked on our Data, Graphs and Tables strand and produced some brilliant line

graphs and were even able to compare two sets of data whilst doing this.

R.E.: Baptism took the focus this week as we explored the different ways this Rite of Passage can take
its form in the Christian Faith.

P.S.HE: We explored our emotions and the long term effect that they can have on our mental health
and how this might look different for other people.

GEOGRAPHY: Absolute uproar as we discovered that deserts can be both hot and cold!
MUSIC/FRENCH: Mme. Humes and Mrs. Wigham, as usual, provided their expertise. We are so lucky
to have these specialists in our school each week to harbour their love of their respective subjects

into our children.

That's all from us Team! Have a wonderful weekend...perhaps in some sunshine!

Mr. McLeod




Dates for your Diary

Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required
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Date Time

10th April 12:20pm Pele Trust Gymnastics Event

11th April 3.15PM School closes for half term

28th April 8.45am School reopens for all children

Ist May 11:30am Year 3 Come Dine with Me

8th May Lunchtime VE Day Celebrations

12th May All week Year 6 SATS Week

22nd May 1:30am Year 4 Come Dine with Me (details coming soon)
23rd May All day Break the Rules Day

CLOSET

We have a fantastic selection of summer
dresses, skirts and shorts available now!
Belsay branded items £2

Non branded items £1

All Belsay fleeces, Belsay jackets and
forest school waterproofs are £1

Just pop to the school office or send a
message via ClassDojo of what you need and
sizes and | will get back to you.




Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week

Lucy (Willow)
Harry (Oak)

Keep Clear
of our school keep clears

Always park away from the
zi¢ zag lines; they are here ‘_
for our safety.

Safer Parking
around our school
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o2’ Autism

® ® Central
. . . For parents and carers

Northumberland
In-Person
Learning
Workshops

Wednesday 9th April
10am-12pm Prudhoe
Family Hub, Broomhouse
Lane, NE425FT

Wednesday 7th May 10am-
12pm Blyth Family Hub,
103 Wright Street,
NE241HG

Autism Central is delivered in North East
and Yorkshire England by:

www.autismcentral.org.uk/NEandY

Autism Central
is funded by:

NHS

' PELE
J TRUST




Any enquiries plea
phone 01669 621347 a5
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HADDY
AYS
CLUB

LIDAYS
COVERED

wWe offer a range of creative and educational activities
for all children from pre-school (3) to Year 6 (11)

within Darras Hall Primary and welcome children from all

local schools to join us throughout the holiday period.

» February half-term  Easter Holidays « May Half Term
« Summer Hol-idays = October half-term

Enjoy peace of mind knowing your children are having the
best time ever with fun-filled activities in a safe,
secure environment - within school grounds! And with an
OFSTED-registered provider, it's a win-win for everyone.

What’s not to love?

Book now at happydaysclub.co.uk

L EELE
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HADDY
DAYS
CLUB

100% of families who joined us at Happy Days Holiday
Club said their child had heaps of fun. Plus,
100% of parents would recommend us to their friends.

£30 per day, 8am—-4pm
including breakfast and snack

We’re proud of the
activities we offer:

Mud kitchens
Baking
Clay animals
Dodgeball
Floor 1is lava
Potion making
Exploding volcanoes
Mini gardeners
Happy Days Post Office
Marble ink Art

Not Just a Sports Club - Endless Fun,
Activities, and Adventures.

Book now at happydaysclub.co.uk
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To register for Instrumental or Vocal Lessons please click here.

INSTRUMENTAL & >
VOCAL LESSONS -~

SIGN YOUR CHILD UP TODAY!

Did you know Music Partnership North deliver vocal and instrumental tuition on a wide
variety of instruments across the whole of the county?

Lessons take place in the school day, it's easy to sign up online and pay online and you have
direct contact with the tutor who will be teaching your child.

Meed to borrow an instrument? That's easy too with our free instrument loan service.

LEARNING | MUSIC | UNLOCKING POTENTIAL

FOLLOW THE LINK, REGISTER
YOUR INTEREST AND WE WILL
CONTACT YOU

THERE ARE MULTIPLE PRICE OPTIONS FROM INDIVIDUAL TO LARGE GROUP

WHO ARE WE?

We are Northumberland County

Council's Music Service and
work with all schools across ;
Northumberland to support and T lue playing the comeL ”‘ﬂ-’”j‘_’r
deliver musical tuition and Gires Gy LGP _'f'_‘"r"'*'
opportunities. performing of the S04
FOLLOW THIS TO OUR WEBSITE
i

01670 624045 i

. "m’::m,;,—; Lgounm https://music.northumberland.gov.uk
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https://paritorliveparentv4.azurewebsites.net/2302/
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¥ VOCATIONAL
*| TRAINING

LD FINANCIAL HELP

UNDER 25? NEED HELP WITH STUDY COST?

LIVE IN STAMFORDHAM, MATFEN, CAPHEATON OR BELSAY PARISH?
OR WENT TO SCHOOL THERE OR PARENTS LIVE THERE?
YOU CAN APPLY FOR HELP IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE TO:

A ST

chair@sirthomaswiddringtontrust.org
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