
 

 

11th April 2025 

Headteachers update 
 
We have done it! Well done to everyone for making it to the Easter Holidays because this has been 
one of the longest Spring terms I can remember. I want to take a moment to reflect on everything 
we’ve achieved together—and to say a heartfelt thank you for your continued support. 

It has been a term filled with energy, progress and a real sense of community spirit. From the 
fantastic residentials and trips, to curriculum projects around Made in the North East, that have truly 
brought learning to life, the children have shown great resilience, curiosity and joy in their learning. 

The children continue to make us proud every day, not just with their academic achievements but 
with the kindness and care they show one another. It’s been a pleasure to see them grow in 
confidence and character as the term has gone on. Staff have worked incredibly hard to ensure 
learning remains ambitious and exciting for every child this term as we continue to refine and 
strengthen our curriculum, including in areas like PSHE, History and Geography, ensuring it meets 
the needs of all our pupils and reflects our high expectations. 

Next term, a key event will be our Year 6 SATs, the children have worked incredibly hard so I know 
they are ready to tackle them head on. Also next term we should see some exciting new changes 
occurring to the outdoor area in Reception. We are hoping for some new resurfacing and some new 
equipment so already lots to look forward to. A reception child even asked me to consider a school 
dog this week which is certainly food for thought!  

A special thank you to our wonderful families, too. Your involvement - whether through supporting 
homework, attending school events or simply sharing a kind word at the gate - makes all the 
difference. Thank you also for Easter Bonnet and Decorative Eggs, some truly incredible designs i’m 
sure you’d agree.  

Friday finished with our Hot Chocolate and Celebrations so well done to everyone involved and to all 
our winners for this term - another true example of how amazing the children are at Belsay! 

As we now head into the Easter break, I hope everyone gets the chance to rest, recharge and enjoy 
some quality time with family. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for the Summer Term 
on Monday 28th April, ready for more exciting learning and sunshine (hopefully!). 

Wishing you all a very happy Easter.     

 Mr Shaw   

 



 

 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon. 

                      

 



 

 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.17%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 94.00% 96.68% 

Maple 95.65% 96.22% 

Alder 97.14% 95.94% 

Oak 98.00% 96.12% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 
 
We’ve had a cracking week in Willow Class, full of curiosity, creativity and cress!  
This week, the children have absolutely loved making and tasting their very own egg and cress 
sandwiches! We carefully observed how the cress grew from tiny seeds and talked about healthy 
eating while enjoying our delicious creations. Some mixed views on the sandwiches but everyone 
gave them a try.  
 

        
 
In Maths, we’ve been diving into the number 10. The children explored number bonds, counted 
objects, and used ten-frames to show different ways of making 10. We’re getting really confident 
with our numbers! Mrs Ward and Mr Mcleod were very impressed with the children and their 
knowledge of numbers!  
 
During this half term we have been learning about the life cycle of a caterpillar. It has been 
fascinating to watch the caterpillars growing and they are starting to hang from the lid of the 
container which means it is almost time for them to go into their chrysalis. I will be taking them 
home over the half term holidays and if they transform into a butterfly I will share a video on class 
dojo of this. Fingers crossed they wait until we are back in school to transform.  
 
Thank you for all your support this half term. The children have worked so hard and I am so proud of 
their progress. Have a restful half term break – I look forward to welcoming everyone back soon! 
                                                                                  
Miss Houghton 
 

 



 

 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

This week in Maple Class, we’ve been busy exploring mass in our Maths lessons! The children have 
been learning how to measure and compare the mass of different objects using balance scales and 
non-standard units. They used their new knowledge to solve some tricky problem-solving questions 
and impressed our visitor, Mrs Ward, with their fantastic reasoning skills—particularly Year 1! In 
English, we wrote wonderful diary entries about our trip to Cragside. The children used the first 
person, descriptive vocabulary, and suffixes to bring their writing to life. It was so lovely to look back 
on our special day and remember all of the exciting things we saw and did. 

In PSHE, we read That’s Not My Name and talked about what makes our names special. We had 
thoughtful discussions about the British value of respect and how important it is to say each other’s 
names with kindness.  

We ended the week with lots of Easter fun, including two exciting Easter egg hunts on the school 
field! It was brilliant to see everyone’s decorated eggs displayed in the gazebo—we loved admiring all 
the creative and unique designs. Today, we also said a heartfelt goodbye to Miss Oliver, who has been 
a fantastic student teacher in Maple Class since January. We will miss her very much and wish her 
every success in the next step of her teaching journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your hard work this term, Maple Class. I hope you have a brilliant Easter holiday with 
your families and look forward to seeing you next term.                                                         

Miss Dixon 

 



 

 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

What an amazing term we have had in Alder Class. It’s hard to believe all that we have managed to 
fit in and this week was no exception. Everyone has worked hard on our climate change topic in 
English and PHSE, where we have been exploring the causes and effects of climate change and how 
we can be more sustainable to mitigate our impact on the climate. All of the children have shown 
wonderful respect, when discussing differing views on the topic. We ended the week playing a 
climate change game to see if we were making “green” or “red” decisions. Then, the children have all 
created their own leaflet to highlight climate change to others.  

On top of that we have finished our wonderful river models, adding in the processes of erosion, 
deposition and transportation. We have all really enjoyed this topic and shown great collaboration in 
our team work. The children have modelled our school value of curiosity, asking meaningful 
questions to deepen their knowledge and understanding. We have been so impressed by their work 
this week and over the whole term.  
 
This term we have achieved so much and made some great progress covering challenging topics in 
maths of fractions and multiplication, a wide variety of different writing styles, medieval castles and 
rocks and forces in Science. Not to mention the outstanding artwork, computing and music work 
that the children have completed.  
 
We will keep up our focus on times tables next half term. We are all enjoying our times table songs 
during tidy up time. We also have some more fantastic topics for us to get excited about. Have a 
fantastic break  - Alder Class. You have worked so hard this term and we are so proud of you all. Have 
a very Happy Easter break! 

 
 
Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 

 



 

 

 

Classroom updates - Oak Class    
 
WOW! What a term that was! We have made so much progress along so many different roads of our 
school journey, it would be impossible to cover them all…but let’s have a go anyway! 
 
Between Shakespeare performances, mining based visits, careers afternoons, gymnastic 
competitions, dance performances, KS2 residentials and many other wonderful things, there has just 
about been enough time left to get some teaching in!  
 
Joking aside, the coverage we have managed over all areas of the curriculum this half term has been 
phenomenal. The children have shown their impeccable resilience and versatility throughout some 
really meaty topics such as Human Life Cycles in Science, Functions and Fractions in Maths, Letter 
Writing in English and Climate Zones in Geography. The quality of work that they have produced has 
been acknowledged not just by staff in school. We have had a plethora of visitors who have all been 
blown away by the standard of work in our books, on our displays and most importantly, in our pupil 
voice. 
 
Of course, SATs will take up some of our time next term, but we certainly won’t be stressing over 
them, or letting them affect all of the other wonderful things we have planned for our next half term. 
So, switch off, recharge and gear up for one more term of Belsay craziness! Happy Easter and 
blessings to you all! 

 
Mr. McLeod 

 



 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 
 
 

 

Date Time  

28th April  8.45am  School reopens for all children  

1st May 11:30am Year 3 Come Dine with Me  

8th May Lunchtime VE Day Celebrations 

12th May All week Year 6 SATS Week 

22nd May 11:30am Year 4 Come Dine with Me (details coming soon) 

23rd May All day Break the Rules Day 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week  

April (Alder) 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

To register for Instrumental or Vocal Lessons please click here. 

 

https://paritorliveparentv4.azurewebsites.net/2302/
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