
 

 

9th May 2025 

Headteachers update 

I am not quite sure how we got to Friday so quickly - these four day weeks are welcome but very 
much throw me out of sync! Well done to everyone this week for adapting better than me and 
getting through a tonne of work. It seems the children can definitely work hard and play hard 
whereas in days gone by it may have been more work a little and play lots when the sun is shining. A 
sure time of our children now striving for excellence in all that they do. 

This week has been a special one as we have joined the Nation to mark the momentous occasion for 
the 80th anniversary of VE Day. Throughout the week we have discussed the meaning behind this 
and I have been amazed and even some of the youngest children can tell me facts about the war. To 
mark this event we decided to hold a ‘Street Party’ at lunchtime which was an absolute delight! The 
children, wearing red, white or blue, sat at tables in the playground surrounded by bunting and 
balloons to enjoy a spot of lunch, courtesy of the fabulous Mrs Hayes. We played traditional songs 
from the era such as Vera Lynn and The Andrews Sisters as well as a few modern classics to help the 
party flow.  

                    

Today has got back to our tradition of Hot Chocolate and Celebration Assemblies so a big well done 
to all our superstars this week because there were a lot! It goes to show just how much hard work 
can be achieved in such a short amount of time.   

As we close out this week, I want to wish all of our Year 6 pupils the best of luck with their SATs which 
start on Monday. I am so proud of them for working so hard to get to this point and I have every faith 
that they will do us proud!  

I hope you have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the sunshine. See you on Monday for week 3.         
Mr Shaw   

 



 

 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon. 

                      

 



 

 

Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.18%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 100% 96.89% 

Maple 90.63% 95.98% 

Alder 95.24% 96% 

Oak 96.15% 96.23% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 

 



 

 

Classroom updates - Willow Class 
This week has flown over but it might have been helped by the fact we got to spend longer together 
with our families. It has been lovely to see all of the lovely activities you have completed. Thank you 
for sharing your photos on Tapestry. The children love sharing the photos together.  
 
This week we have been focusing on the story The Three Little Pigs. This is a 
story the children know very well and they enjoy joining in with retelling the 
story together. We have read different versions of the same story to see 
what changes we can notice. We have also thought about writing our own 
story and thinking about what we would change. Some of us decided we 
would change the little pigs to little lambs and the big bad wolf would be 
Mr Shaw. We enjoyed telling the story with the changes! We also made our 
own wanted poster to tell Mummy Pig what the Big Bad Wolf looks like. 
Next week we will focus on the story Little Red Riding Hood. Who knows 
what changes we will make to this story.  
 

      
On Thursday we had a very special day to celebrate VE day. We enjoyed a delicious lunch cooked by 
Mrs Hayes. In the morning we had made our own flags and we were excited to take these with us to 
show Mrs Hayes. It was lovely to see preschool during lunchtime, we really enjoyed seeing our 
friends. In the afternoon we enjoyed spending time with Miss Dixon and KS1 to complete VE day 
activities. We learned why VE day was so important and how it is celebrated across the country.  
 
I have added photos of the writing and VE day celebrations to Tapestry if you get a chance and 
would like to look at them.  
Have a lovely weekend.      
                                                                                
Miss Houghton 

 



 

 

Classroom updates - Maple Class 

It has been another busy and exciting week in Maple Class! In English, we’ve been exploring the 
suffixes -ness and -iness and learning how to add them to root words to change their meaning. The 
children have enjoyed discovering how words like kind become kindness and happy turns into 
happiness. We’ve been putting our new knowledge into practice by writing creative and imaginative 
sentences using our new vocabulary. 

As part of our Kaleidoscope Art, we’ve been thinking carefully about our Linking Project questions: 
Who are we? Who are they? How do we all live together?. After thinking about the beautiful 
surroundings of Belsay and the vibrant cityscape of Newcastle, we decided to merge the landmarks 
surrounding each school that make where we live so special. First we closely studied photographs 
and  experimented with pastels in our sketchbooks, exploring different shades and colour 
combinations. The children then created overlapping sketches combining iconic landmarks from 
both Belsay and Newcastle. These imaginative artworks are now being developed into final pieces 
for the upcoming Kaleidoscope exhibition – we can’t wait to share them with you! 

Thursday was a particularly special day in school as we celebrated VE Day. We learned all about the 
importance of this historic event and then took part in a fantastic street party on the school yard. 
With wartime music playing, we tucked into traditional treats like fish and chips and corned beef 
pies. It was a joyful way to bring history to life and helped us connect with our class text The Lion and 
the Unicorn, set during the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Miss Dixon 

 



 

 

Classroom updates- Alder class 

 
 

What a busy week we have had in Alder Class this week. In English, we’ve been learning about 
fronted adverbials and how they can add depth to our sentences. We have enjoyed designing our 
own Stone Age characters and writing creative character descriptions including metaphors and 
similes.  
 
In Maths, Year 3 have continued to work on mass this week, looking at kilograms and grams as well 
as adding and subtracting weights. We are moving on to capacity and volume next week. Year 4 
have started their decimals topic and were amazed when looking at sprint races how much 
difference one hundredth of a second could make. We have been learning how to create decimal 
numbers this week and add them onto number lines.  
 
Thursday was a very special day with our VE Day celebrations. We learned all about the history of the 
event, enjoyed our school street party in the yard and made some fantastic presentations about the 
day. My highlight was our class sing-a-long at the end of the day, where we sang some wartime 
classics - Long Way to Tipperary and Pack up Your Troubles.  

In Science we continue to learn about plants. This week we looked at the plants around the school 
and thought about how each one is adapted to its environment. We explored many different plant 
habitats, including coastal, desert, woodland and many more. Next week we will have our final lesson 
for this topic, we will use drama and games to explore the process of pollination.   

Our Kaleidoscope project has almost come to an end, and what a beautiful piece of artwork we have 
to show for it. The children also created their own individual pieces in the sketchbooks. Such a lovely 
way to explore what makes Belsay special and how this differs from all the ways that make our link 
school in Kenya special.  

Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Classroom updates - Oak Class    
One might be led to believe that a four day week would be a somewhat quieter affair. Not at Belsay. 
With one final big push before SATs for Year 6 next week, we have worked hard, we have worked 
smart and we have worked ourselves into a position where we are 100% ready to take them on. 
Whatever happens, we are so proud of our Year 6s. 
 
Loads of brilliant stuff in the classroom has been happening too. Our character descriptions have 
once again shown what a brilliant flare so many of our children have for creative writing. With their 
words, they have painted wonderful pictures of their favourite characters from our key text, The 
Accidental Prime Minister by Tom McLaughlin. 
 
A functions focus in Maths has demonstrated some brilliant fluency. It has been particularly 
impressive to see how fluent and confident so many of us are in arithmetic questions that require 
more than one or two steps. The explanations behind our calculations have also included some 
brilliant language. 
 
As we waved goodbye to Geography for another term, we began our History unit on the Ancient 
Greeks and did a fabulous job of indicating when and where they existed in History on both a 
timeline and a map respectively. 
 
I know parents of Year 6 will be thinking about next week over the weekend. Please, let me assure 
you, there is no pressure from our end. These are wonderful children and no SATs paper will ever 
indicate how much we think of them. Have a peaceful and stress free weekend Team Oak! 

 
Mr. McLeod 

 



 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 

 
 
 

 

Date Time  

12th May All week Year 6 SATS Week 

16th May Morning Year 4 morning at Belsay Hall 

16th May Afternoon Pele Trust Basketball event at Darras Hall Yr 3 and 4 

20th May Morning Year 4 Quad Kids 

21st May All day Maple Class trip to Laing Art Gallery 

21st May All day Oak Class trip to Discovery Museum 

22nd May 11:30am Year 4 Come Dine with Me  

23rd May All day Break the Rules Day 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week  

 
Olive (Alder) 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

To register for Instrumental or Vocal Lessons please click here. 
 

 

https://paritorliveparentv4.azurewebsites.net/2302/

	9th May 2025 
	Headteachers update 
	Safeguarding 
	 
	 
	Classroom updates - Willow Class 
	Classroom updates - Maple Class 
	Classroom updates- Alder class 
	Dates for your Diary 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week  
	 
	Olive (Alder) 
	 
	  
	 
	 
	 

