
 
 

27th June 2025 

Headteachers update 

What a wonderfully busy and joy-filled week it has been at Belsay!  

A large number of our Year 6 pupils have spent the week on residential in France with children from other 
Pele Trust primary schools. From the updates on ClassDojo, it’s clear they’ve had an unforgettable 
adventure - full of sunshine, smiles, sharks, snails and special memories. A huge thank you must go to Mr 
McLeod and Mr Atkinson who generously gave up their time (and sleep!) to make the trip possible. Their 
dedication to our children and their willingness to go above and beyond is truly appreciated by us all. 

Back at school, the rest of our children have enjoyed a 
fantastic week focused on transition. Our theme has 
been All About Me - exploring what makes us unique 
and celebrating the many wonderful differences that 
make up our school community. The children have 
embraced the activities with enthusiasm and creativity. 
The staff have loved the opportunity to really get to 
know their new classes and I know it has given them a 
great insight, ready to hit the ground running in 
September - can’t believe I am talking about that 
month already!! 

A real highlight in the middle of the week was our 
whole school trip to Belsay Hall and Castle. We are incredibly lucky to have such a stunning historical site 
right on our doorstep and the children loved exploring the grounds and soaking up the stories of the past. 
The traditional games by the castle were a particular hit and great fun to watch. I think we had some tired 
people by the end of the day, that was just the staff.  

We also welcomed our final group of Year 5 parents for our Come Dine with Us lunches. It’s been lovely 
having so many of you join us across the year - we really hope you’ve enjoyed the experience and had a 
little insight into life in the Belsay dining hall! Thank you for your continued support. 

To round off the week, we gathered together this afternoon for our celebration assembly and awarded our 
Friday Hot Chocolate Friday. It’s always such a pleasure to see the pride on the children’s faces as they are 
recognised for their efforts and kindness. 

Wishing you all a restful and sunny weekend and please remember the classes are back to normal from 
Monday. 

Mr Shaw   

 



 
 

Safeguarding 
Belsay Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out 
for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in 
place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 
Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mr Shaw and Miss Dixon. 

                       

 



 
 

 
Attendance  
 
As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make the 
big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we feel we 
provide one of the best experiences possible.  
 
Current Whole School attendance is 96.27%.  Our NEW target for Whole School Attendance is 97%. 
  

Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Willow 93% 96.88% 

Maple 99.17% 96.45% 

Alder 98.18% 95.87% 

Oak 98.46% 96.17% 

 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures if your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  

 
 
 

 



 
 

                                                                              

Classroom updates - Maple Class- Reception & Year 1  

Reception and Year 1 had a brilliant week of transition, full of fun, learning, and discovery. Our theme 
for the week was Everyone Belongs, and we explored identity, community, and belonging through a 
range of exciting activities. In PSHE, we played circle games and had thoughtful discussions about 
our visible and invisible similarities and differences. We learnt about ourselves, our families, and how 
every family is unique in its own special way. In geography, we explored where we and our families 
come from, locating different countries on the world map and celebrating the wonderful diversity in 
our class. 

Our creative sides shone through in English and Art. We wrote fantastic All About Me pieces, sharing 
what makes each of us special, and created beautiful artwork inspired by the story Incredible You. In 
RE, we learnt about the Hindu festival of Diwali as a celebration of new beginnings, making colourful 
rangoli patterns and crafting our own diya lamps. Midweek, we had a wonderful trip to Belsay Hall, 
Castle and Gardens, where we explored the castle grounds, spotted features we’ve learned about in 
class, and had lots of fun playing with friends. Thank you for an amazing week, Maple Class 
2025–2026! I’m so excited to start our new learning journey together in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Dixon                 

 

 



 
 

Classroom updates- Alder class- Year 2 and Year 3 

 
What a fantastic week in Alder Class. It has been absolutely lovely to get to know our new Year 3s. 
They have taken it all in their stride and joined in with enthusiasm and confidence. Our new Year 4s 
have shown so much care and support, they have been wonderful role models.  
 

Each day this week has focussed on a different PSHE theme. We began by looking at ‘Identity and 
Belonging’, as well as exploring our expectations and routines. We played some getting to know you 
games and did an ‘All About Me’ writing task. The children created some artistic posters that showed 
the ‘voice-o-meter’ we use in lower Key Stage 2, I wonder if they can remember the four different 
animals? On Tuesday we looked at ‘Love and Family’. We explored some interesting ideas and 
enjoyed listening to each other share the things that are important to them when they think about 
their families.  
 

Wednesday’s trip was an absolute treat. From the tiny frog we saved, to climbing the castle and 
exploring the gardens. We all entered the hall as detectives, looking for clues about the history of the 
building. There was some interesting graffiti, this included a game of hangman and a poem, all 
written by soldiers that stayed there during World War 2. Of course the children may admit to the 
park and garden games as being the highlight for them.  
 
Thursday’s theme was belief, culture and tradition. We began with a short writing task, where we 
identified our favourite things.  The children created some wonderful world maps, showing where 
their families come from. We learnt about Rangoli designs, which are a tradition in Hinduism to 
welcome the new year in. Everyone has made and decorated their own Rangoli design to welcome 
us into our classroom next year. On Friday, our topic was Together We Are Strong. We have drawn 
our journey through this year, complete with our highlights and challenges we overcame and made 
a class flag highlighting the unique strengths and qualities that Alder Class will have next year! 
 
New Year 4s - you have been fantastic this week - showing our new Year 3s life in Alder Class. There is 
always a big step up from KS1 to KS2, we are confident all our new Year 3s are more than ready for 
this adventure and the next step in their school journeys. We can’t wait to have you all together 
again in September!  
 
Mrs Aynsley & Mrs Rutter 

 



 
 

Classroom updates - Oak Class- Year 4 and Year 5                
What a fantastic week we’ve had in Oak Class! This week has been all about transition, and we’ve 
loved welcoming our future Year 4s and 5s to join us for a series of exciting and thoughtful activities. 
It was good fun to try and guess the truth when we played two truths and a lie to break the ice and 
get to know each other. We ended the week getting to know each other with some brilliant ‘All 
About Me’ writing. The children shared their personalities, interests and aspirations with pride – what 
a wonderful way to celebrate individuality! 
 
We also explored important themes around stereotypes, looking at how we can challenge 
assumptions and celebrate diversity. The children had some really mature and insightful discussions, 
showing a great deal of empathy and understanding. Sebastian’s contributions during this 
discussion were phenomenal and it was a pleasure to hear his opinion on how we can challenge 
stereotypical views that people have. 
Our creative sides were out in full force as we created beautiful mandalas – a calm, focused activity 
that also allowed for lots of personal expression. The results were stunning and showed just how 
unique and imaginative our class is. 
 

                                               
As part of our learning about equality and standing up for what’s right, we explored the inspiring 
story of Rosa Parks. The children showed brilliant maturity as we talked about civil rights and the 
importance of fairness and courage. We used our knowledge of this topic to create a mind map all 
about Rosa Parks. It was great to see the children so interested in this topic and the research that 
went into it was outstanding.  
 
A huge well done to all the children for their enthusiasm, kindness and maturity throughout the 
week. I have thoroughly enjoyed spending the week with you and Mr Mcleod is going to feel very 
lucky come September. I think I might have some serious competition come September for which 
class is the best class in school! Thank you for a great week Team Oak. You should all be very proud of 
yourselves!  
Miss Houghton 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Events could be subject to change and will be communicated if required 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Happy Birthday to all those celebrating this week 
Lucas (Oak) 

 

 

Date 
 

Time  

Tuesday 1st July All day Year 6 Beamish Trip 

3rd and 4th July All day Year 6 Transition Days 

Friday 4th July All day Close House Golf event for Yr 3&4 

Tuesday 8th July Morning Whole School visit to Kaleidoscope Project @ PHS 

Friday 11th July 9am Band performance for parents of those in Band 

Tuesday 15th July 9am Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Wednesday 16th July Afternoon Alder and Oak class end of year party 

Wednesday 16th July 3:15pm PTA Summer Fair 

Thursday 17th July Afternoon  Willow and Maple class end of year party  

Friday 18th July 1:15pm School Closes for summer 
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