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Headteacher Update

This week has been filled with treats! On Monday we enjoyed ice creams together as a
special end of year treat for all of the children and staff. I was lucky enough to be in the right
place at the right time to enjoy one as well. It really was delicious! Thank you to Tony’s ices
for making this event possible.

Also on Monday the Year 6 children hosted their own leavers assembly. The children have
been working very hard over the last few weeks to remember their favourite memory from
Belsay and it was lovely to hear from the children that over the last 7 years they have made
memories that will last a lifetime. Seeing how much they have grown and developed in the
short amount of time I have known them has been remarkable and I know some of the staff
have been a part of their whole Belsay school journey. I would like to thank Mr Mcleod and
Mr Atkinson for ensuring the leavers assembly was all about the children. Although I didn’t
manage to attend it myself, I have been told that it was the best leavers assembly Belsay has
had!

On Tuesday the hall was filled with families and children to put on a Belsay showcase
performance. The children have worked closely with Miss Cruse and Miss Wigham to put on
a fabulous musical for everyone to enjoy. We have such a range of talent at Belsay and it
was lovely that every child who wanted to be a part of the show could showcase their talent.

The children have told me all about their trip to Belsay Hall and Castle, which is at the heart
of the community. We are very fortunate to have such an important local part of history so
close to school. The children had a lovely time visiting the Hall, gardens and Castle as part of
the trip and the photos on Class Dojo made me wish I had been a part of it. A special thank
you must go to Mrs Hayes in the kitchen for all of her hard work to prepare packed lunches
for the children. This was the highlight of the trip for some children and staff!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the last few weeks
while I have been in school. I have loved being a part of the Belsay community again and it is
great to see the school continuing to progress. I know I can speak on behalf of Mr Shaw
when I say we are both incredibly proud of both the children and staff for their hard work and
commitment this year. I hope everyone has a wonderful summer break.

L Blain
Value of the Month - Gratitude
Language of the Month - Polish



Dates for the diary…

Dates will be added to this document as the term progresses.

Summer Term 2024

Monday 2nd September Training Day

Tuesday 3rd September School resumes

All dates may be subject to change



Keeping children safe online



Class Attendance

Willow 91.21

Maple 95.03

Alder 96.64

Oak 92.86

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Did you know?

Poor attendance suggests to colleges, universities and employers that these pupils are
unreliable.

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


This week in Willow Class
What a phenomenal final week in Willow class! The children have had a great time and it has
been lovely to celebrate the year with them. What a team of children and parents we have!
To start the celebrations we had a special ice cream treat from Tony. A great way to cool down
in the warm weather. We were very polite when ordering the ice cream and it was lovely to
hear the children using their manners.

We had a great time visiting Belsay Hall and Castle on Wednesday. The children really
showed the community the best of themselves and made us all feel very proud of them. They
loved learning about the history of the castle and learning about what they used to keep in the
cupboards inside the hall. We enjoyed a special picnic lunch and are very thankful to Mrs
Hayes for always providing us with a delicious meal. The children really worked hard to show
the school value of resilience and everyone was determined not to give up walking, even
though it was such a long way to go. We all had a great day and lots of us would like to visit
Belsay Hall and Castle again.

On Thursday we joined together with preschool for some partying. The children loved watching
the Magic Andrew show and lots of them remembered him from when they were in preschool.
It was the first time Reception have been invited to this and shows the strength and
togetherness of the Early Years team across preschool and Reception. In the afternoon we
enjoyed some party games, music and some snacks. The children had a great time and it was
a really lovely way to end the school year.

Thank you to all families in Willow class for their support this year. Without you all this year
would not have been as successful as it has been and I really couldn’t have done it without
you. I will still be at Belsay in September and I am looking forward to seeing the next part of
the children’s school journey. I hope everyone has a lovely summer and finds time to spend
some quality time together as a family. I know I will be enjoying a rest before the fun begins
again in September. Thank you to you all from myself and Mrs Moffat. You really have been
the best team!
Miss Houghton



This week in Maple Class

We’ve had a brilliant end to the year celebrating our last week of school! The week has
been filled with exciting performances and activities throughout. We started our week
with a celebration for the Year 6 Leavers and spent the afternoon with Reception and
KS2 playing rounders and football matches on the field. We then had a surprise visit
from Tony and his ice cream van, the ice cream was delicious and definitely cooled us
down after a sporty afternoon! In Tuesday’s DT lesson we made tasty egg and cress
tortillas from eggs we collected from our Belsay hens and cress that we grew in
Science. We worked collaboratively to peel, chop, slice, mash and mix our recipe! On
Wednesday we went for our annual trip to Belsay castle and spent a wonderful day
exploring the hall, castle and grounds. We enjoyed studying the hall discussing how
homes have changed over time, decorative features and what the rooms were used for
in the past. At the castle we talked about the different parts used for defence and spent
time playing in the fantastic new play park! Finally, we ended our week with a well
earned class party, playing games, dancing and eating ice lollies!

It has been a fantastic year teaching Maple Class, watching each child grow and
progress. We have all achieved so much over the past three terms and made
memories to treasure. I hope all our children and families have a lovely Summer and I
look forward to seeing you all again in September. Thank you for all your hard work
Maple Class!

Miss Dixon



This week in Alder Class
It has been an unforgettable end of the year at Belsay, filled with lots of excitement and
fun things. As always, we've been as busy as ever, ensuring we end the year on a high
note. I want to say a massive thank you to all the children for their amazing hard work
this year. Every single child should be so proud of the progress they've made, both as
learners and as kind members of our community.

A big shoutout to all of you at home for your fantastic support. Whether it's reading with
your child or creating lovely memories together, your efforts are truly appreciated.

This week has been jam-packed with mixed emotions. We bid a sad farewell to our
fantastic Year 6's at their leavers assembly, but it was heartwarming to celebrate their
hard work. We also enjoyed some delicious Tony's ice-cream on Monday afternoon!

On Tuesday, we showcased their talents and bravery in front of everyone and I am so
proud of you all for proving just how amazing you are.

Wednesday was spent at Belsay Hall and Castle, soaking up our local history whilst
enjoying time in the sun and spending time with all our friends.



As we wind down for the summer holidays and gear up for the next year, it's emotional
seeing our older year groups move on. Year 4's transition to Year 5 and 6 fills us with
mixed emotions as we have created amazing relationships throughout our time in
Alder Class and we have all grown immensely into amazing little humans. However, we
know every single one of you is ready to take on the new challenges and opportunities
in Oak class and please remember we are all only next door. Year 3's, get ready for
another exciting year and I know you will all be amazing role models and so welcoming
to the new members of our class!

I hope you all have the best summer and enjoy your break and I can't wait to hear
about your adventures when we reconvene in September. Here's to a fantastic
summer!

Miss Cruse and Miss Cook

This week in Oak Class
There are so many different ways I could start this week’s flyer. So many achievements, so
many things to be proud of, so much to reflect upon. It would be near enough impossible to
cover everything that we have done this week, let alone this year!

Since joining Belsay in January, what has become so obvious is the magical community spirit
that exists, not just in Oak Class, but throughout the whole school. Without the unfaltering
support of yourselves, days such as The Northern Stage, The Discovery Museum, Sports day
(to name but a few) just simply wouldn’t be possible.

Given how many changes these guys have had to go through this year, and big changes at
that, they deserve every ounce of credit from all of their familiar adults. To be presented with a
new teacher halfway through their school year is a huge thing to take on and I cannot even
begin to tell you all how grateful I am for their resilience, their kindness and their acceptance,
especially considering Mr. Harvey’s unfathomable contribution to their Belsay journey. It should



not go unnoticed that without Mr. Harvey’s time, care and precision in his handover to myself, it
would have been impossible to have hit the ground running as we did in January.

This week, we have tried hard to celebrate all that we have achieved as a class. Our Leavers’
Assembly, for the first time, also featured our Year 5 pupils as an incredible chorus of singers.
Whilst this was going on, it was so wonderful to hear all of our outgoing Year 6 pupils talk about
their favourite Belsay times. For myself, it was so heartwarming to hear of what these guys
were like in their younger Belsay years, and I know it was incredibly emotional for all of the
other staff to be reminded of the things that our leavers hold close to their heart from their time
at this magical school.

As we say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils for the final time, we should all take a moment to
remember what a wonderful cohort these guys have been. Ponteland High is so lucky to be
taking on 16 such well rounded young learners and I can’t wait to hear what they achieve.
Parents, these guys will stay with me forever, they are an absolute credit to you and thank you
for allowing me to teach your wonderful children.

Year 5 parents, shall we do it all again next year? I think we shall🙂

Have the very, very best of summer holidays and thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to
everyone at Belsay for allowing me to become a part of this tremendous place.

Cheers everyone! #SchoolsOutForSummer

Mr McLeod








