Friday Flyer

21 June 2024

Headteacher Update

It has been lovely to be back in Belsay over the last couple of weeks and to spend time with
the children, both in the classroom and outside. | have always said that there is no better
lunch duty than on the Belsay field on a sunny day and | have been fortunate to share that
experience with the children today. We have been recreating the competition of The Euros
alongside den building, gymnastic displays, hill rolling and tree climbing.

This week we have certainly been in tune with nature. Not only have the swallows been seen
with their chicks above the entrance to the hall but Years 5 and 6 have been learning all
about bees in their annual Bee Week.
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Mary has represented Belsay School on her visits to Wylam Apiary this week. Not only did
she get a hands -on experience working with the hives but she also identified the Queen eggs
which then enabled the bee keepers to separate them off to create a new bee colony. Very
well done Mary!
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Finally , the Reception children in Willow Class have made my day by presenting me with
a beautiful bouquet of flowers which they have grown here in the Belsay grounds. They
really are very special.

Enjoy the beautiful weather, and have a great weekend........ This could be summer!
We hope that the Year 6 children enjoy their trip to France next week after their early start
on Sunday morning!

Best wishes
L Blain

Jane McCracken from Drawing for the
Planet came into school to present us with a

children contributed to last year. We are
proud of our school contribution to the
Chimpanzee Rescue and Protection Project.

Value of the Month - Resilience
Language of the Month - Finnish
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Dates for the diary...

Dates will be added to this document as the term progresses.

Spring Term 2024

Monday 1st July 9am - 12pm Alder Class Football Tournament
Wednesday 3rd July Afternoon Sports Day
Thursday 4th July All day Transition Day
Y6 Transition to PHS

Friday 5th July All day Y6 Transition to PHS

5:30pm Night at the Museum
Monday 8th July All Day Alder Class Ancient Greek Day
Tuesday 9th July 3.15pm PTA Summer Fair
Tuesday 16th July 9.15am - Belsay Showcase

10.15am
Wednesday 17th July All day Belsay Hall Visit - Whole School
Thursday 18th July 9am Year 6 Leavers Service
Thursday 18th July Willow class party
Friday 19th July 1.15pm School Closes for Summer
Monday 2nd September Training Day
Tuesday 3rd September School resumes

All dates may be subject to change




Night at the Museum

With just 2 weeks to go until our ‘Night at the Museum’ event we are asking that all orders
for the BBQ and breakfast are placed by the 28th of June. Please complete both forms
below if you haven't already done so.

BBQ order - You are more than welcome to bring additional food but unfortunately we can
not cook anything extra on the BBQ

Breakfast order
Thank you

Miss Whitehouse

Belsay Closet

We are looking for donations of pre-loved uniforms for our
second-hand stand at the Summer Fair. If anyone has any
items that no longer fit but still have plenty of life left in them
please drop them into the School Office.

Many thanks in advance

Miss Whitehouse



https://forms.gle/nUkYVSb7fkkZTBBFA
https://forms.gle/J17dBwr72s4RNsvQ8
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Keeping children safe online
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Class Attendance
Willow
Maple
Alder
Oak

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Attendance Description

95-97.9% Good

92-94.9% Caution (below national)

Did you know?

Poor attendance suggests to colleges, universities and employers that these pupils are
unreliable.

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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This week in Willow Class

Another fantastic week for Willow class. They say time flies when you are having fun and that
is certainly true at the moment.

We have enjoyed spending time with our friends in Year 1 this week, and it was lovely to see
the school value of collaboration in action. The children worked together to connect the chains
together to see if they could fit them around all of the poles in the outdoor area. There was a
lot of communication between each other, and some very loud cheers when they were
finished. A great team effort from everyone! The children are becoming a really strong group
already and | know the time they have spent together so far will prepare them for being a great
team in September.

We have started our Design Technology project of making a dinosaur mask using paper
mache. We have been so busy that we haven’t made the mask yet. We have spent time
researching different types of masks, learning how to use paper mache and designing the
mask we want to make. All of which are really important skills. We will make our mask next
week, we are very excited to do this.

Our friends from preschool joined us again this week, to take part in their second transition
morning. Team Willow was amazing at helping the children again, but so were the whole
school. It was lovely to see the older children supporting the younger children at lunchtime and
break time. We are looking forward to spending the full day with them next week!

It's the time of year where | am busy writing reports and reflecting on the school year. | have
started to complete the final assessments of the children and it has been wonderful to see just
how far everyone has come in a year. Every child in the class can read, write and recognise
numbers. However, more importantly every child in the class has secure friendships, enjoys
coming to school and is the best version of themselves every
single day. This is all | could ask for from Willow class and | couldn’t be more proud of them if |
tried. None of this is possible without the fantastic support we receive from home so thank you
to you all!

A big well done to Willow class who rose to my challenge of aiming for 100 percent attendance
this week. We were so close, let’s try again next week!

Miss Houghton




This week in Maple Class

Maple Class had yet another busy but brilliant week! On Monday we hosted our first ever Year
1 and 2 Reading Cafe. It was wonderful to see so many parents attend the event making it a
great success, the children enjoyed taking part in a range of reading and writing activities with
their families.

In afternoon lessons, we started an exciting DT project all about vehicles! We have been
learning about what wheels and axles are, experimenting to see how they turn to make a
vehicle move. We took on the job role of a mechanic and looked at four broken vehicles,
identified why the wheels wouldn’t turn on each and wrote repair tickets for them. We also
discussed how vehicles have changed over time and learnt about past famous engineer Henry
Ford. We worked hard to construct designs for our vehicles based on the resources we have
gathered and are looking forward to following our plans to produce the final product!

Miss Dixon




This week in Alder Class

As always | am very proud | am of the children this week. Their efforts and hard work have truly
shone through, and it has been a pleasure to witness their dedication.

In our English lessons, we delved into the realm of Newspaper features, culminating in the
children writing their very own newspaper articles about the Trojan War. Working with a partner
on the computer added an extra layer of challenge, which the children tackled with enthusiasm
and creativity to produce some beautiful, high quality work.

Over in Maths, we wrapped up our focus on time, prompting discussions on the use of different
units and the significance of choosing the right unit for a given task. It was wonderful to see the
children engage with this and deepen their understanding.

In Science, our exploration centred around sound, with the children forming predictions before
conducting an experiment on soundproofing materials. They then analysed their findings,
leading to insightful discussions and the drafting of their conclusions.
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While enjoying the sunny weather, we took the opportunity to discuss sun safety, preparing
ourselves for the upcoming forecast. It's essential that the children are equipped with the
knowledge to look after themselves in the sun and they are excited for the sunny weather to
finally arrive in Belsay.

I'm continually impressed by the beautiful and in-depth discussions that arise during our
lessons, showcasing not only academic growth but also strong character development. The
children's resilience, drive for excellence, and unwavering support for one another is amazing
to see.

Keep up the fantastic work and momentum as we go into the weeks ahead. Thank you for your
ongoing support and encouragement from home as always and | hope everyone has a brilliant
weekend.

Miss Cruse and Miss Cook
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This week in Oak Class

It has “bee-n” a pretty awesome week in Oak Class and we are “buzzing” to share all of our
achievements with you!

Despite being a teacher for nearly a million years, | have never taken part in a week so unique
as the PELE Trust Bee Week, and it has been tremendous. Amongst our KS2 guys, you really
get a sense of ownership and pride over the activities that we took part in this week. The prior
knowledge that we have encountered has been exemplary and it has been so impressive to
see how this has been applied across a number of tasks this week.

Monday started with some background research, looking at “facts and fiction” with regard to
bee behaviour and what it indicates. We did a great job of matching up appropriate factual texts
to the correct images before identifying where the “fake news” was in each of the articles.

Tuesday saw us create some brilliant information texts, investigating the similarities and
differences between honeybees, bumblebees and wasps and using some great vocabulary
along the way. The real jewel in the crown on this day however, was the brilliantly informative
visit from Mrs. Rutherford, a Science teacher at Ponteland High School and a highly
experienced beekeeper. Her knowledge and expertise were received brilliantly by the children
and the opportunity she gave us to explore some of her equipment, twinned with the insight into
her day-to-day life as a beekeeper was an absolutely priceless experience for us.

Wednesday and Thursday gave us the opportunity to get out and about and begin to analyse
Belsay Primary School as a suitable home for bees. This was helped hugely by our Zoom call
with Jilly, another beekeeper who gave us so much more information to consider when
assessing the compatibility of a site fit for bees.

What a way to prepare for France next week with the Year 6’s! A great week carried out in the
best of spirits. To keep up to date with photos please check the Class Dojo page we have made
and we will also be posting on X. You can access the school page by clicking here.

Have a great weekend Team Oak! (Year 6 parents, I'll see you at 6.40am on Sunday morning!)



https://x.com/Belsay_School?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

Mr McLeod
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Belsay School
SUMMEE

Football Tournament Tombola
Tea/Coffee Hot Dogs
Cake Stall Name the Giant Teddy
School Closet Glitter Tattoos
Book Swap Games ...and more!

All money raised will go towards buying new equipment and
resources for the school.
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In-person Learning Workshops

Northumberland

Are you a parent or carer living in Northumberland?

As part of the Autism Cenral programme, Daisy Chain are providing free learning workshops
across Northumberland. We will look at how sensory differences impact autistic people.
This workshop isaimed at the parents and carers of school-aged children.

Cur sessions are for parents and carers of children who display traits sssociated with, or have a

diagnosis of, 8 neurodevelopmental condition including: autism, sensory processing, attention

deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), or Fosts! alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD). A diagnosis
iz not needed.

Places must be booked: httpe/fdaisychamproeet co.uk/productfin-person-learmng -worksho ps-northumberdand’

support@daisychainproject co.uk / 01842 I7RA451

UPCOMING SESSIONS
June 2024
T4th June 2024 / 10am-12pm / Biyth West Farmily Hub, Devonworth Place, Blyth, NE245AC)

2t June 2024 7 12pm-Zpm 7 Berwick Family Hub, Ladywsll Placs, Tweedmouth, Benwck-upon-Tweed,
TDISZAE

July 2024
SthJuly 2024 / 10am-12pm / Haxham Famidy Hub, Beaufront Ave, Hexham, NE4&LID

12th Juby 2024 7 10am-12pm ¢ Ashington Family Hub, Alexandra RBoad, Ashington, NESG3IQEF
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The Tin Shed Art Fairs

_WHALTON

Whalton Village Hall
Whalton nr Morpeth
Northumberland
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Sunday 23 June
Sunday 6 October

10.380am-4pm
Free Entry Find out more at

Teas & Cakes www.thetinshed.co.uk







