
Friday Flyer
17 May 2024

Headteacher Update

We have done it! Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls it gives me great pleasure to
announce that the Year 6 children have completed their SATs. Following 4 challenging days
of English and Maths tests, myself and Mr McLeod could not be more proud of the hard
work and resilience shown by all the children. Well done to each and everyone of you and
we now need to wait until July to find out our results.

In other news this week, our chickens are just simply the best! They are dropping out eggs
all over the place, it’s hard to keep up. If only they were golden we could have all retired but
for now we will keep collecting, ready for Reception to cook up a storm! In order to keep our
chickens fed and watered we are going to be running a naming competition. Over the
weekend, can you think of 3 potential names for our friends? Then, if you want to take part,
on Monday please send your child to school with £1 and the 3 names written on a piece of
paper. The names will then be individually placed into the hat and chosen at random.

The Horse Trials are now in full swing at Belsay as we are
seeing a number of children coming to school to show
their rosettes. I absolutely love being able to celebrate
achievements out of school so please do drop me a Class
Dojo message if your child has anything to celebrate out
of school.

Remember that our Belsay International Horse Trials are
running from 29th May to 2nd June, so if you are able to
go and support the event it would be much appreciated
(see below for discount codes).

Finally, we end our week of hard work with celebration and hot chocolates, topped with
whipped cream and marshmallows. Another top week at Belsay from all our children and
staff so thank you for being awesome!

We hope you have an enjoyable weekend no matter what you have planned and it is hard
to believe that next week is our final week of the half term.

Craig Shaw
Value of the Month - Honesty
Language of the Month - Danish



Dates for the diary…

Dates will be added to this document as the term progresses.

Spring Term 2024

Monday 20th May Morning School Photographer

Monday 20th May 9.00am Alder Class Reading Cafe

Tuesday 21st May All day Maple Class Laing Art Gallery trip

Thursday 23rd May Morning Year ⅚ Quad Kids Athletics

Friday 24th May All day Alder Class Great North Museum

Friday 24th May 3.15pm School closes for half term

Tuesday 4th June 3:15pm PTA AGM

Wednesday 12th June Morning Year 6 Basketball Tournament

Thursday 13th June Morning Year ¾ Quad Kids Athletics

Monday 17th June 9.00am Maple Class Reading Cafe

Wednesday 3rd July Afternoon Sports Day

Thursday 4th July All day Transition Day

Friday 5th July 5:30pm Night at the Museum

Tuesday 9th July 3.15pm PTA Summer Fair

Wednesday 17th July All day Belsay Hall Visit - Whole School

Thursday 18th July 9am Year 6 Leavers Service

Thursday 18th July Willow class party

Friday 19th July 1.15pm School Closes for Summer

All dates may be subject to change



Keeping children safe online…



Class Attendance

Willow 92.31

Maple 96.62

Alder 84.31

Oak 99.63

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Did you know?

Poor attendance suggests to colleges, universities and employers that these pupils are
unreliable.

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


This week in Willow Class

What a fantastic week in Willow class. This week we have been responsible for seeing to the
chickens. We have checked on them each morning to make sure they have enough food and
water, collected the eggs, spent time talking to them and making sure they are okay. It is lovely
to see the children growing in confidence around them all of the time. We have been able to
hold them this week and have been looking for signs when they are ready for us to let them
down, to have space. We have linked us going into the chicken house as being like Goldilocks
as we are in the chicken’s house. Unlike Goldilocks we have been very respectful and not
stayed too long or broken anything. We will hand over chicken duty to KS1 next week,
although we will still make time to go and check on the chickens. Well done Team Willow for
rising to the challenge.

This week our focus story has been Jack and the Beanstalk. We read the story in English and
listened to the story in Polish and French. It is lovely to link the traditional tales with other
languages as the children know the story so well they can still follow along, while also hearing
a different language being spoken. We have started to plan our own stories this week. We
enjoyed changing the characters in the traditional tales, some examples we used were The
Three Little Chickens, Goldilocks and the Three Penguins and a favourite Jack and the
Sunflower. We found this a very funny activity but it provided us with great inspiration to plan
our own stories. We have used a story map to plan the story, then we have written the story
thinking about the beginning, middle and end. Next week we will start to write the story in a
book and add illustrations to it. We might have some authors of the future among us!

We have really enjoyed Rainbow challenges this week. This is when we are set independent
challenges that we can complete. The aim is to complete four across the week to receive 5
dojo points. The children have really enjoyed these activities. This week the children were
challenged to match the magic beans to the correct number, cut and stick the pictures in order
to complete the story map, write about the story of Jack and the Beanstalk and draw a picture
of what would be at the top of their beanstalk. All of the children completed at least 1 of these
activities which is fantastic!

Have a lovely weekend!

Miss Houghton



This week in Maple Class

Maple class carried out a research enquiry in Science to find out if they could complete three
different activities without their sense of sight- a yard walk, food identification and tower
building. We talked about the five senses and which part of the body they were linked to. We
worked in pairs to make predictions as to whether or not we would be able to complete the
activities without our sight and explained which other senses we would need to rely on.

We concluded that most of the class were able to complete all three activities by relying on
senses other than sight. However, we found that if somebody hadn’t smelt a particular food in
the past, they weren’t able to identify it. We also learned that some people have stronger
senses than others and that some people may have glasses or a hearing aid to improve their
senses.

In English, we have been writing Newspaper Reports about The Lonely Beast using alliterative
headlines and exciting language to engage the reader. We remembered to answer the key
questions- who, what, when, where and why within our sentences to ensure our articles were
informative to the reader.

Miss Dixon and Miss McNickle



This week in Alder Class

Wow! What a busy week in Alder Class and it has been great to continue our outdoor learning.

We have started our new Maths topic ‘money’ and we have loved being able to take our learning
outside when doing practical work. We started off the week by identifying different amounts of money
and understanding the value before converting between pounds and pence. Year 3 have spent the
rest of the week adding and subtracting money and this has been a great way to revisit our addition
and subtraction written methods whilst also using money to make it more practical and help us
understand money outside of school. Year 4 have been applying all their decimal knowledge to
compare and estimate different amounts of money and converting between pounds and pence which
they have been amazing at.

English this week has been very exciting as we started the week writing our own Greek Myth and it
was great to see everyone explore their creativity whilst also producing gorgeous work using all our
English skills. Everyone has challenged themselves to use speech, similes and metaphors, fronted
adverbials and also begin thinking about different sentence structures to make a greater impact. We
then spent the rest of the week understanding the different features of a persuasive text and then we
completed a research task around Greece. Next week we will be creating our own brochure to
persuade people to go to Greece and I am excited to see how we get on.

Lots of outdoor learning this week and making the most of the beautiful weather. Starting off with
Cricket and Rounders in PE. We have been focusing on our fielding skills this week and our over arm
throw before applying all our skills from the last few weeks to play a game of rounders. It has been
amazing to see the progress since week one and how we are starting to work more as a team to
support each other. We also took Art outside this week as we were creating a collage that represents
us as individuals. We considered what we enjoy, what our personality is like as well as what makes us
unique to collect different images to create ourselves. We were also able to take Science outside as
we have begun learning about sound and we went outside to understand what impacts our hearing
before learning about the different parts of the ear.



Well done on a brilliant week in Alder Class. It has been an amazing week of being creative,
challenging ourselves and deepening our learning. I hope you all have a brilliant weekend before a
very exciting week next week. Please don’t forget we have our Reading Cafe on Monday and our
class trip on Friday.

Miss Cruse



This week in Oak Class

Well, there’s been no hiding what we have been up to this week up here in Upper Key Stage 2,
especially in Year 6. SATs week is always a week that divides opinion, but all I can say from a
teaching (and personal) point of view is how unbelievably proud Mr. Shaw and I are of the
attitudes of every single one of our Year 6 children. Their working attitude has been absolutely
exemplary but to be totally honest, I don’t want to dwell on these tests too much. For the rest of
the year, I’d much rather we focussed on the wonderful artists, musicians, sportsmen and
women, creative writers, budding engineers, gymnasts, dancers, equestrians, farmers,
environmentalists, comedians, friends and countless other priceless people and skills that we
have going on in Oak Class. No SATs paper will ever tell me, or anyone else for that matter,
any of that.

The Year 5s have been no strangers to hard work this week either. They have worked in small
groups to complete some really thorough and brilliantly researched presentations on the history
of Belsay Village. Aside from their brilliant research and computing skills, it’s also been brilliant
to hear from Mr. Atkinson, that feedback and peer support has played a huge part in this
week’s learning. So Year 5, I know this week has been a funny one, but by just being your
normal awesome selves, you have made this week not just an enjoyable one for yourselves,
you have made this high pressure week a lovely one for our entire Oak Class community, so
thank you very much!

We have been squeezing out some brilliant planning and writing for our balanced arguments
unit in the afternoons and because we have worked so brilliantly throughout these sessions, we
have been able to spend some time out in the sunshine for the latter parts of the day. The love
and respect these guys have for our wonderful outdoor space is absolute testament to their
attitude and it’s brilliant to see them using this space so well.

Weeks like these are challenging. However, when you have a school community as strong as
supportive as ours, they don’t seem half as bad. Thank you for all the reading, for all the time
spent on homework, for your calm heads throughout the extra madness of these last few
weeks and for your constant, ongoing and unfaltering support.

And now, the weekend…



Discounted tickets can put purchased: https://belsayhorsetrials.ticketsrv.co.uk/tickets/

Code is – BELSCH24

Buy 1 Adult, Any One Day (Fri-Sat or Sun) ticket get 1 Child (16 and under) Any One Day
(Fri-Sat or) free. Limit of 50 tickets available. Children of 6 and under are free.

Mr. McLeod

https://belsayhorsetrials.ticketsrv.co.uk/tickets/





