Friday Flyer

30th June

Head of School Update

This week has felt a little different in school as we welcomed our upcoming reception children for
another of their taster sessions while at the same time our Y6s were missing from school as they
are enjoying their week in France. This gave both our current reception children and our Y5s the
opportunity to step up! Reception showed their maturity in helping the younger children navigate
our early years environment and also the lunch hall while Y5 showed they are undoubtedly ready
to be the oldest children in school by the example they set.

We have missed Y6 but it has been
fantastic to hear of their
adventures in Normandy. | am so
proud of how they have risen to all
the challenges that travelling offers
as well as how they have made
new friends, who they will meet
again in a few short weeks at High
School. We have certainly missed
them and we can’t wait for them to
return next week and tell us all
about their trip. I’'m sure their
families are all excited to get them
home too!

Today children came to school celebrating their individuality for our Express Yourself Day. | have
loved them coming to tell me their plans of what they wanted to wear over the course of the week
and helping them to make such decisions as should they wear mountain biking gear or road biking
clothes! Thank you all for your donations for our bottle stall which will be put to good use on
Monday 10th at our summer fayre!

Unfortunately last Friday, some dangerous driving by a truck driver was witnessed just outside
school at hometime. This has been reported to the driver’s company. To counter this, this week
the teachers have all taught a road safety lesson to the children to help them remember how to
keep safe on the busy road outside school. Please could | urge everyone to try to be mindful of the
traffic passing through the village and where at all possible to ensure children access their car from
the pavement.

Best wishes and have a lovely weekend, Claire Johnson
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Class Attendance
Reception 94.55
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Y5/6

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

365
DAYS IN
EACH
YEAR

Days off School add up to lost learning!

10 days absence
19 days absence 29 days absence
Half a term missed

47 days absence

90% 85%
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Upcoming events:

Monday 3 July

Visit to Belsay Castle (whole school) with collection from Belsay Castle

Tuesday 4 July

Y5/6 trip to STEMFest at Newcastle Eagles

Wednesday 5 July

Y3/4 trip to Seven Stories

Wednesday 5 July

School closed to Reception, Y1/2 and Y5/6 due to teaching union strikes

Thursday 6 July Year 6 transition day at Ponteland High School
Friday 7 July School closed to Reception, Y1/2 and Y5/6 due to teaching union strikes
Monday 10 July Summer Fair

Tuesday 11 - Thursday
13 July

Flow Exhibition of Pele Trust primary schools creative arts work at Ponteland
Leisure Centre (see postcards below)

Mon 10 - Wed 12 July

Bikeability Y5/6

Thursday 13 July

Flow Music Concert at Ponteland High School -6pm

Monday 17 July

Sports Day

Wednesday 19 July

Year 6 Leavers Assembly

Wednesday 19 July

Ice cream treat for the whole school - gifted by the PTA

Thursday 20 July

Wilding Theatre Group - working with Years 1 to 3 plus a performance for the
whole school

Friday 21 July

Crepes for the whole school

Friday 21 July

End of term - school closes at 1pm

All dates may be subject to change.
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Ofsted

Outstanding

Belsay Pre-School
&

Wrap around care

8am-6pm Mon- Fri during
school term time

W  Spaces now available
from September
Funded spaces available

Call us on 01661 881704
www.belsaydaycare.co.uk




The week in Reception

What a fantastic week we have had! The children really have been amazing and | am so
proud of how hard they have worked to show our school value of resilience.

A highlight from the week was when Emily was able to perform a piece of music to us. She
has been attending music lessons with Mrs Stephenson for a short time, but she was very
confident to perform to an audience. It was lovely to see everyone being so respectful
when Emily was performing. A big well done to Emily for being a superstar! | know Emily
and Mrs Wigham are looking forward to Emily joining the school band, very soon.

We have discussed our pupil voice report that will come home with our school reports. It
has been lovely to share the progress the children can see themselves that they have
made this year. It is great to know that the children have developed so much in such a
short space of time. | think everyone will be very pleased with their child’s pupil voice, as
every single one is unique. It makes me realise we are definitely the best class in the
school!

Have a lovely weekend. | am looking forward to our visit to Belsay castle on Monday!

Miss Houghton
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The week in Key Stage 1

Year 1 and 2 were excited to observe their cress seeds grow this week. The cress sprouted
quickly, first growing very small leaves. As a couple of days passed, the cress grew taller
and the leaves grew bigger. We are looking forward to harvesting the cress to make a tasty
and healthy treat in DT!

In English we learnt the key features of an information text and worked hard as a team to
class write about Belsay School for our pen pals at St Lawrences. We thought carefully
about what subheadings and information to include. We found out lots of interesting facts
about our unique, rural school!

Miss Dixon




The week in Year 3 and 4

What a brilliant week in Year 3 and 4! We have been busy as always but have shown our school
value of ‘resilience’ all week. In English we have been writing anonymous letters of compassion to
Ukrainian refugees to send to a charity who can disperse them to different children. We
considered carefully what we wanted to say and how it could also represent ourselves. We had a
mixture of drawings, facts, jokes and lots of kind messages. | have been so impressed with the
children’s maturity, empathy and respect.

In Maths Year 4 have been learning about position and direction and they have been able to use
the yard to plot their own coordinates and create 2-D shapes. Year 3 have been developing their
knowledge of shape and have done a fantastic job of recognising and describing different shapes
and angles.

The highlight of the week was definitely in Science where we were learning about the skeleton and
we were able to label different parts of the skeleton on each other using the correct vocabulary.
We had so much fun completing this challenge and it was great to share our knowledge with our
friends.

Have a fantastic weekend. | am looking forward to our visit to Belsay castle on Monday
and Seven Stories on Wednesday!

Miss Cruse




The week in Year 5 and 6

Year 5 have had a fabulous week, although we have missed their Year 6 classmates whilst
they are in France. They are looking forward to becoming the oldest year in September
and showed a real sense of maturity this week. The children really have been awesome
and | am incredibly proud of how hard they have worked to show our school value of
resilience.

English

We have continued reading our wonderful book Cosmic and the children have created
some fantastic work in relation to sci-fi creatures. They had to research the Thanator from
James Cameron’s epic sci-fi film Avatar and then write a report on the creature's diet,
appearance, habitat and how dangerous they are.

Design Technology

In design technology this week the children were asked to make a 3D bee using materials
from the Invention Shed. They had to consider what each part of the bee would be made
of and how they were going to attach each part. They firstly had to source their materials
from the Invention Shed then sketch and annotate their planning before making their bee.




They truly showed an amazing amount of imagination and creativity producing some
fabulous bees.

Bee Art

Year 5 completed our bee hexagons with some
fantastic art and bee facts. Year 6 families will
be invited to a Bee Showcase at the High
School in September.

Miss Thomas




Aﬁy enquiries please
phone 01669 621347
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Hartburn The DaVinci String Quartet
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#g| With members of the Northern Sinfonia

Including excerpts from Handel's Water Music a quartet by
Mozart and Dvorak "American Quartet”.

Tickets are £25 to include a glass of prosecco and
homemade canapes .

Please book early to avoid disappointment.

RSVP: annamcgowan@btinternet.com
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