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Head of School Update

This has been a really busy week in school as we approach the end of our Spring Term. On Monday
night our Shakespeare Cast did us proud at The Schools Shakespeare Festival at Northern Stage.
Their performance of The Tempest was simply fabulous. They mastered the ambitious language
and commanded the stage with a new found confidence. All of our parents, grandparents and
friends who attended loved it. Special thanks to Mr Harvey and Mr Atkinson for their direction of
the production.

Across school this week it has been Made In The North East Week. Each year group has
researched and explored a different aspect of North East history and heritage. They have also
enjoyed getting out and about on visits to different parts of our local area. Our year group entries
below showcase the high quality work that has been undertaken across school .

I hope over the Easter holidays you get an opportunity to enjoy getting out and about in the North
East and spending valuable time with your families. This inspiring drone footage that I shared in
assembly made us all feel very lucky to be from such a beautiful part of the country. Maybe this
will inspire a day out enjoying our beautiful coastline! THE GREAT NORTH EAST - A cinematic drone
film of North East England (4K)

Finally, I would like to thank the PTA and Belsay Trust who have funded a new PE t-shirt for all of
our children. The t shirts have been given to the children today and will be worn in PE and at
sporting events after the holidays.

Whatever you are doing this Easter, have fun and enjoy the break. I look forward to welcoming you
back on Monday 17 April.

Best wishes

Mrs Blain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxAikl4f4ng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxAikl4f4ng




Class Attendance

Reception 90.91

Y1/2 98.69

Y3/4 95.56

Y5/6 93.43

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.



Upcoming events:

Friday 31 March End of term

Monday 17 April Summer term begins

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday

Monday 8 May Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation)

Tuesday 9 May -
Friday 12 May

Y6 Sats

Friday 26 May End of summer 1

Monday 5 June Summer 2 begins

Week beginning
12 June

Year 1 phonics screening

Week beginning
16 June

Y6 France trip

All dates may be subject to change.



The week in Reception

This week we have thought all about farming as part of our Made in the North East week.
It has been lovely to see the children so confident to talk about this together. Henry talked
to everyone about the different machinery that we might find on the farm. Isobel talked
to everyone about the different animals and how to take care of lambs. The children have
really enjoyed our visits to the farms and seeing the different animals. On Thursday we
visited La Luna farm. We had the opportunity to see lots of horses, sheep, pigs and even
hold the ducks. They were very friendly and we really were the best class in the whole
school again!

When we returned from the farm, we were able to make butter. A big thank you to the
Martin family who were able to make this happen. This was a memory that they had from
when they were at school and it was lovely to try and recreate this memory with our
children. Hopefully in years to come our children will remember doing this just like the
Martins did.

Have a lovely half term break! I am sure you will all be very busy with your family, I can’t
wait to hear all about it.
Miss Houghton



The week in Key Stage 1

Year 1 and 2 have been learning about Inventions as part of Made in the North East week and

enjoyed studying and discussing significant local inventors of the past. We researched Lord

Armstrong and were fascinated to learn that his Cragside home was the first house in the world to

be powered by hydroelectricity. It was brilliant to visit the magnificent Victorian house and see

how modern and impressive it was of its time. It was interesting to learn about the inventions

within the home and learn about all the different rooms. We were dazzled by Lord Armtrong’s

gallery and home laboratory! We also visited Archimedes Screw and learnt of its importance in

generating hydroelectricity.

Later in the week, we studied the works of George Stephenson and the Stephenson Rocket, we

drew sketches of this amazing invention and noted key facts. We also researched the invention of

Greggs and were excited to discover how the business developed by John Greggs originally aimed

to deliver eggs and yeast to local families of Newcastle by bike before it was a bakery. We

discussed and admired the work that Greggs do for the community through local fundraising

events and breakfast clubs.

Well done for all your hard work this term KS1, have a wonderful Easter holiday!

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4

This week in Year 3 and 4 we have been learning all about castles. We started the week by
thinking about castles in the North East and what our local castle was. We were able to tell
eachother lots about Belsay Castle and also began creating our own powerpoint
presentation about it and its history. We then focused on different features of castles and
how this evolved overtime which supported us in designing our own caste before creating
it ensuring it had all the features we learnt about. We had so much fun getting creative
using recyclable materials to design our castles as allowed us to think outside of the box
and use our perseverance we have worked on this half term. We also designed our own
Coat of Arms that represents us and used all our knowledge of the different symbols and
colours and the meaning to keep them unique and personalised to us.

Well done on an amazing half term Year 3 and 4, I have been so impressed with your hard
work, determination and especially the kindness we have shown throughout the last few
weeks. Enjoy your well deserved break.

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6

We have really enjoyed ‘Made in the North East Week’, culminating in the most amazing
trip to Beamish Museum on Thursday. The highlights of the trip were singing Geordie
songs on the bus, visiting the wonderful mine and learning all about the lives of the men
and boys - who went underground - from the volunteers , Tim and Tony and of course, the
sweet shop!



The Tempest
A number of children from Years 4, 5 and 6 have been taking part in Drama Club for over
two months rehearsing The Tempest and we performed it this week at Northern Stage.
They were magnificent! This project allows children (some who wouldn’t normally be
drawn to the stage) to showcase their talent and express themself in a unique way. The
hard work paid off and Mr Arkinson and I are so very proud of them all - thank you for
taking on the challenge and making it a night to remember.



Forest School

In forest school this week, the children that were
remaining in school decided which of the shelters they
preferred, from those they’ve been building over the
past few weeks and had a great time using their shelter
skills.

Mr Harvey and Miss Thomas






