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Headteacher Update

I am sure you know by now that the week’s here in little Belsay are far from quiet and this
week has been no exception to the rule. We have been celebrating our local context this
week as each class has been taking part in their Made in the North East Projects.

It is the first time I have been involved in a project like this and I am amazed with how
much the children know but also the enthusiasm they have to explore and find out more -
our value of curiosity at its best! Our amazing teachers have worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to plan and deliver all the educational material in school but they have also gone
above and beyond to organise trips. I would also like to thank Mrs Hayes for her patience
this week, making a large amount of packed lunches each day, as well as continuing to
produce hot food for the children not on a trip. Team! Team! Team!

Our Book Fair has been in school this week
and it was lovely to see children from
pre-school and lots of our children visiting and
making purchases. Thank you for your support
with this because we know how important
reading is for our children - it is the gateway to
everything (so I am told by our English Lead,
Miss Houghton!)

Following on from last week’s Red Nose Day/Australian Day, I
can confirm that I have just about thawed out but it was very
much worth the frostbite as we raised just short of £200. This
is an amazing amount of money so thank you as always for
getting behind the event and giving so generously.

Furthermore, last week you may remember that we had
visitors from the Pele Trust in school. Mr Balkwill, Deputy CEO,
was looking at our Behaviour & Attitudes and the report that
came back was fantastic. Within the report Mr Balkwill
commented that “All classrooms from Reception to Year 5/6
were visited during the review. The behaviour in all classes was excellent; the pupils were
polite, focused and engaged in their tasks in all the classes. The pupils listened attentively
to their teachers and teaching assistants and worked well with the other pupils on their
tables and in the class as a whole.” I have always said how proud of the children we are at
Belsay and this just cements that we really are blessed to be part of a fantastic school.



As we look ahead to next week please remember firstly that we break up for our Easter
holidays on Thursday afternoon. To celebrate the end of term the PTA would like to invite
the children to create an Easter Bonnet or decorate an Easter Egg. The children can bring
this to school in the morning and then at 3pm, we will open the gates early so parents and
carers can watch the children parade their creations around the playground.

Finally, this week concluded with our celebratory Hot Chocolate and Outstanding
Achievement assembly. As always, I am super proud of each and every winner so well
done!

I hope you have a wonderful weekend, rest up, recharge and then lets get ready for the
final 4 days of the Spring Term!

Craig Shaw

Value of the Month - Curiosity
Language of the Month - Italian

Dates for the diary…

Dates will be added to this document as the term progresses.

Spring Term 2024

Wednesday 27th March PM Oak Class Shakespeare Production

Thursday 28th March 3.15pm School Closes for Easter Holidays

Monday 15th April 8.45am School reopens after the Easter
Holidays

All dates may be subject to change

Remember you can track our key school events through our website by clicking on the
News and Events tab and then School Calendar

Parking…

Please may I politely ask that we don’t park on the road at the entrance to
Belsay Bridge. This is a private road and the residents have asked that we
could please not park here.

Your support on this would be very much appreciated.



Keeping children safe online…

Using second hand devices safely
Parents will often hand down out of contract devices to their children. This is great,
it can save a lot of money, but there needs to be consideration before handing older
devices to children. You can find lots of useful information, things to consider and

guides to second-hand devices from Internet Matters HERE.

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=cc10ff58f6&e=80aae12ecd


Class Attendance

Willow 96.58

Maple 93.72

Alder 90.20

Oak 94.07

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Did you know?

Poor attendance suggests to colleges, universities and employers that these pupils are
unreliable.

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


The week in Willow Class
What a fantastic week! We have fully embraced Made In The North East week and made
the most of every opportunity. We have loved learning about why farming is such an
important part of our lives. Lots of our families come from farming backgrounds so it is vital
that our children understand the importance of farming within the wider world. This week
we have looked at the different types of farms, thought about changes to farming from the
past to the present (thank you to Philippa’s family for providing some very old photos),
thought about farm safety and even had time to visit a farm.
Our trip to the farm was the highlight of the week and the children loved being able to feed
the lambs, sit in the JCB, hold the chickens and collect their eggs, go on a scavenger hunt
and meet a lamb that had been born only hours before we arrived. A big thank you to
Emily and John Moffat who made this experience possible for our children and also thank
you to Fiona our parent helper, it was great to have you as part of Team Willow for the
morning. It was a very valuable experience that we will remember for a long time.

As if the week wasn’t busy enough we even had time to make our own butter. Mrs Martin
came into school to help us. She sourced local ingredients and we quickly got to work
making the butter. It is a very long process but the result makes it very worthwhile. We
enjoyed seeing the cream change from a solid to a liquid several times before we ended
up with a block of butter. The children enjoyed wrapping some butter up to take home and
I know one family had it on some crackers while another had it on pancakes. Both said it
was delicious! Thank you to Mrs Martin for coming into school to do this with the children, I
know this is a favourite memory you have of your time in Reception and hopefully the
children will remember it when they are older too!

This week has shown what a fantastic team we are not just in Willow class but in the
whole of Team Belsay!

There are lots of photos on Tapestry of the week in action, please do login and see them.
Have a lovely weekend.

Miss Houghton



This week in Maple Class

To celebrate Made in the North East Week, Maple Class had a fabulous trip to the
Quayside and Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art on Thursday. We began the day by
learning about the venue and what contemporary art is. We looked at an open submission
exhibition of art that showcased 100 pieces by North East hobbyists and self-taught
creatives alongside works from several established artists. We were surprised to hear that
one piece of art in the exhibition was submitted by an artist aged just 11! We worked
collaboratively inside the exhibition to create abstract art from different materials. Later, we
went up to the Northumbria University Gallery; Stepping Softly on the Earth. We admired a
peaceful sound sculpture in this exhibition and also sat around an indigenous inspired
sculpture to listen to a story about a goddess and equality. We learnt that often artwork
has a story behind it which gives it meaning. After, we went to the Baltic viewing platform
to sketch the bridges over the River Tyne before walking across the millennium bridge.
The views were fantastic!



Miss Dixon and Miss McNickle



This week in Alder Class

To celebrate Made In The North East Week, Alder Class had an amazing day exploring
the different modes of transport around the North East and were thinking about how they
could navigate different stations, know they are definitely on the correct
train/bus/metro/plane and also started to think about how to keep ourselves and others
safe. We were so lucky to be able to experience all of these and start to think about the
history behind each mode of transport and link it back to our learning from this week.

We started the day by getting a coach to Newcastle Quayside and exploring all the
different ways we could travel around the North East from there. It was so interesting to
see how the different bridges have different purposes and we were amazed to know
people use electric scooters and sometimes jet skis as well as more traditional ways of
travelling. We then walked to Newcastle Central Station where we were challenged to
navigate our way around the station in small groups in order to get to the right destination.
Everyone loved this part as we were able to ask staff for help, double check we were
confident it was our train and know what time our train would arrive. We also loved seeing
the security guards and understanding how they are there to keep us safe. We discussed
a lot about safety when in the station and how it was important to keep ourselves and
others safe as well as comparing the station now to its history. After that we were able to
take the Metro to Newcastle Airport. I think the Metro was most peoples favourite as it was
a new experience for them and they knew where it was going and how many stops they
had until we arrived. We did so well at reading the Metro maps and gaining a stronger
understanding of how they work as well as learning some new facts about the Metro and
how it is special to the North East. We then explored Newcastle Airport and discussed the
different steps you would take before getting on the plane and discussed why all these
steps were important before walking down Ponteland Old Railway tracks into Ponteland
for lunch. We enjoyed seeing how the path had been transformed into a walking path now
and this was also a great time to let loose and enjoy walking without the busy roads near
us. After lunch we then walked to the bus stop in Ponteland and took the x74 bus back to
Belsay.

We were all interested in knowing which mode of transport was our favourite of the day
and understanding why it may be different for everyone. We have also been looking at the
advantages and disadvantages this week of different modes of transport and exploring
whether this would impact our decision to use them or not. Everyone was so well behaved
the entire day and were also able to apply all their road safety knowledge and this showed
just how mature and respectful Alder Class are.



Well done on another week of proving just how amazing you are Alder Class and I am
looking forward to DT week with you all next week after a restful weekend.

Miss Cruse



This week in Oak Class

From ships to Shakespeare, it’s been a pretty varied week up in Year 5 and 6! We kicked
off our Made in the North East week by looking at the extensive industrial history of our
region. The children showed superb knowledge to recognise features of Newcastle, even
in pictures from nearly 100 years ago as we discussed the changes to the banks of the
River Tyne.

Miss Cook and Mr. A were able to see how hooked our guys were on this topic as they
produced some great PowerPoint presentations based on their own research.

The real shining point of the week though, was seeing how much knowledge we carried
into our curricular trip to Newcastle. Starting at the Discovery Museum and walking all
the way to Newcastle Quayside (not quite as far as our Y3/4 colleagues, but a fine effort
nonetheless!), we explored gallery after gallery with a tremendous attitude and
exemplary behaviour.

Our focus areas were “The Story of the Tyne” and “The Life of the Turbinia”. Quite a
tricky pair of subjects for Year 5 and 6, but the children absolutely threw themselves into
their independent exploration with a clear love of learning. They have been totally
gripped by the whole history of our industrious region (particularly the Turbinia and Swan
Hunters Shipyard) and have been squeezing as many facts out of their teacher and the
internet as they possibly can!

It’s full steam ahead with Romeo and Juliet for the next few school days. Tied in with
D&T week, we’re in for another busy one but let’s go for it!

Have an awesome weekend🙂

Mr. McLeod



Easter Activity Camp
To book head to www.SportsCampsNE.co.uk

If you are Eligible for free school meals they have 40 free places available, to enquire
about this please contact Chris on 07741488604.

http://www.sportscampsne.co.uk/



