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Headteacher Update

What a fantastic week! Weeks like this are the reason you want to be involved in teaching.
So much going on and the laughter and fun seen on the children's faces and memories
that can always be cherished.

The week started in a normal way with a productive Monday ensuring the children were
working hard and being challenged in all that they do. However, since then it has been far
from normal.

On Tuesday we celebrated World
Book Day based on the book The
Day the Crayons Quit. Teachers don’t
need an excuse to get dressed up
and fully immersed themselves in the
theme. Some might say we looked
like Garden Gnomes but I I thought
we looked fab! The children also
wore their bright and beautiful
colours, we had some black and
whites, but a great effort by everyone.
Please make sure you use the book
tokens and encourage your children
to select a book of their choice to

read. Remember these can be used for free books or towards some money off when our
book fair comes to school in a few weeks.

We were also joined on Tuesday by Mr Balkwill, Deputy CEO for Pele Trust, as he wanted
to see how fantastic our Behaviour and Attitudes were. Needless to say, despite the high
levels of energy linked to WBD, the children were their usual awesome selves.
Demonstrating exceptionally high levels of exemplary behaviour and doing Team Belsay
proud - well done everyone.

Wednesday was the start of our Year 3 to 5 residential to Ford Castle. What an experience
this was for the children (and staff) so firstly I would like to thank you for supporting the
school and agreeing to send your child on the trip. I know there were some anxious
children and parents before the trip started but I genuinely feel they have learnt so much in
the last few days and will massively benefit from the experience.

I had the pleasure of joining the children on Thursday and it was a joy to watch the



interactions, teamwork and resilience as they moved from one activity to the next. I would
also like to express my gratitude to the staff who went on the trip and left their loved ones
at home to ensure the children had the best possible time.

Finally this week, we still went ahead with our Celebration Assembly and Hot Chocolate
Rewards, so a big well done to all the children who were nominated.

If your child has been on the residential, I hope you don’t have too much washing to catch
up on but I do guarantee your child will sleep. For everyone else I hope you have a restful
weekend and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday morning for another week of hard
work, fun and most of all laughter!

Craig Shaw
Value of the Month - Curiosity
Language of the Month - Italian

Ford Castle

Wow! What an amazing few days spent at Ford Castle! The children have been absolutely
amazing and we are all so proud of each and every one of them. So many of them have
had to face their fears and have all overcome something, whether that be staying away
from home, standing at the top of a very high bridge or even rifle shooting for the first time,
every single one of them showed resilience and proved just how amazing they are.

Day 1 was spent travelling to Ford Castle and exploring the grounds before then getting
straight into two activities before tea time. From the very first activity so many of them
showed how strong minded they were and just how polite and respectful they all are and
we are very proud that all the staff at PGL were able to recognise this. We then ended the
night with a campfire, where we were able to sing campfire songs, make wishes and roast
marshmallows. We were all exhausted by this point and we were so amazed by how
quickly and quietly the children went to sleep (which meant even the teachers were able to
get some sleep).

Day 2 was a bright and early start before a jam packed day. Everyone went to breakfast
and then were able to make use of the amazing grounds and have half an hour free time
playing football, rugby, frisbee and much more. We then all participated in 4 activities that
day which pushed us to our limits whilst still having so much fun. These included bridge
abseiling, laser tag, archery and trapeze (check out class dojo for all the pictures and
videos) and everyone was so brave but also encouraging and supportive of their group to
encourage them to believe in themselves. After this we were able to go and have our tea
before getting glam for our silent disco. We all loved this silent disco and were extra lucky
that Alfie brought some cake for us to celebrate his birthday. By this point we were beyond
tired and were all asleep straight away and slept in a little bit later the following day. The
children were also amazing at helping each other pack, get ready and supported each
other with tasks that may have felt overwhelming.

The final day is bringing us lots more and is going to be such an exciting day. We are
starting the day with a delicious breakfast before packing up and getting ready for home



time later on. We all have two activities to do today which is very exciting before lunch and
straight on the bus home.

The children have all had an amazing time and the teachers have enjoyed spending this
time with the children and experiencing all this fun with them all and seeing just how
amazing they are. I think the children are so so excited to come home and see our families
and maybe have a break from Miss Cruse before another busy week next week! For
pictures and videos please see class dojo.

Thank you for giving your children this amazing opportunity and for all your support.

Miss Cruse, Mr A and Miss Haughton.







Keeping children safe online…



Class Attendance

Willow 100

Maple 91.79

Alder 100

Oak 97.85

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Did you know?

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Dates for the diary…

Dates will be added to this document as the term progresses.

Spring Term 2024

Monday 11th March- Tuesday
12th March

PM Parents Evenings

Monday 11th March - Thursday
14th March

Year 6 Mock SATs

Thursday 14th March All Day Science Day

Friday 15th March All Day Red Nose Day

Monday 18th March All Week Scholastic Book fair in the school
hall

Monday 18th March All Week Made in the North East week. All
classes will take part in a school
trip.

Wednesday 27th March PM Oak Class Shakespeare Production

Thursday 28th March School Closes for Easter Holidays

Monday 15th April 8.45am School reopens after the Easter
Holidays

All dates may be subject to change

Remember you can track our key school events through our website by clicking on the
News and Events tab and then School Calendar.

Parking…

Please may I politely ask that we don’t park on the road at the entrance to
Belsay Bridge. This is a private road and the residents have asked that we
could please not park here.

Your support on this would be very much appreciated.



The week in Willow Class

This week we have had a fantastic time. At the beginning of the week we made good use
of the field and played the game ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf?’ The children had a great time.
We also spent some time on the trim trail and it was great to see the confidence levels the
children now have on this. When I think back to September when we went on it, lots of the
children didn’t feel like they could complete certain parts of it, now they see they can do it!
Well done Team Willow! There are photos on Tapestry of this.

World Book Day was a great success and it was lovely to see everyone in their own
colours. I think the children enjoyed seeing the staff dressed up and it really brought the
book to life. We spent time with the children from Alder class and we read stories with
them. It was great to share some of our favourite books together and they were very
impressed with our understanding of authors and illustrators.

Although I can’t take any credit for the Mother’s Day cards and crafts, I know the children
have been working very hard with these. They thought very carefully about the different
colours they used and made sure they tried their best with the writing in the card. It was
lovely to hear that the children have started to think about plans and what they can do to
help their Mum on Sunday. Lots of the children have planned to make a special breakfast,
or have said they will read their Mum a book. However you choose to mark the day, I hope
it is special for all families.

I am looking forward to seeing all families next week at parents evening. Please remember
to stick to your chosen time and please do let me know if you can’t make it, so that we can
rearrange. Parents evening is always a lovely time as we get to share all of the positives
and also look ahead to the next steps in our learning journey. Please come and knock on
the door at your required time as I really could talk all night about each child.

Thank you as always for all of the support, it really does make a difference to the children.

Miss Houghton



This week in Maple Class

Maple class had another exciting week. Our value this month is curiosity and the children
have demonstrated this across numerous lessons, especially when they have been super
Scientists! The children conducted an experiment to investigate which material was the
most waterproof to make an umbrella for Ted. We made sensible predictions, learnt how
to use equipment carefully, discussed fair testing and recorded our findings carefully.

In English, we continued to look at our class text to sequence the events of Grandad's
Secret Giant by illustrating our own story map. This was followed by looking at the
structure of a story, focusing on what is included in the beginning, middle and ending. For
World Book Day it was wonderful to see the children dressed up as different coloured
crayons. With this in mind, we enjoyed being imaginative and invented our own crayons,
from crayons with springs on their feet to crayons with sparkly shoes! We then showcased
our creativity and English skills by writing detailed descriptions using exciting adjectives
and expanded noun phrases.

Miss Dixon and Miss McNickle



This week in Oak Class

Well, a week completely out of the ordinary, but a brilliant one it has been nonetheless!

Seeing how brilliant and supportive these guys were during World Book Day to our
younger children was something we could all be proud of. We had a great range of
fashion and colours in Oak Class too and as always, our attitude and attainments in
reading this week have been excellent.

Needless to say, the Year 5s have been a huge miss as they have set themselves away
on their residential to Ford Castle and we cannot wait to have them back today so we
can hear their stories of how much they have undoubtedly loved it!

However, this time spent with the smaller group of Year 6s (and honorary Year 6s) has
been absolutely priceless. Even though there have been fewer of us in the classroom,
the energy has still been amazing as we have ploughed through some Shakespeare
work. We have been studying Baz Luhrmann’s modern adaptation of Romeo and Juliet
and these guys have shown a real maturity in observing and understanding this,
sometimes tricky, production as well as displaying a great curiosity to find their own
characters in the play and compare them to their own portrayals. Great stuff.

We have also had time to focus on some Art activities around Mother’s Day and
produced some beautiful cards for our Mums. We really hope you like them.

As always, have a great weekend and thank you so much for your unfaltering support.
I’m really looking forward to catching up with you all next week at Parents Evening!

Many thanks🙂

Mr. McLeod



Easter Activity Camp
To book head to www.SportsCampsNE.co.uk

If you are Eligible for free school meals they have 40 free places available, to enquire
about this please contact Chris on 07741488604.

http://www.sportscampsne.co.uk/

