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Headteacher Update

Happy Friday everyone and welcome to another edition of our Friday Flyer! We have had
another fantastic week in school with various activities taking place and lots of fun had by
all. The week started as always with our whole school assembly in which we continued to
focus on our school value of ‘Empathy’. See if your child can explain what empathy
means.

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for supporting Children in Need last Friday, as we
raised £138.80! Every little helps this charity each year so I am proud to be adding our
amount to the grand total which stood at £33.5million on Friday night.

As well as all the wonderful curriculum lessons taking place this week, Oak class had a
marvellous opportunity to visit Newcastle University. The class have been working closely
with Professors from the University in Science over the last half term so as a thank you,
the University funded a trip for our children to visit. The feedback was overwhelmingly
positive, so well done Oak Class!

Also this week we have had Bikeability in school for Reception and Year 1. We were
joined by our friends in pre-school and it was lovely to see how they were all getting along
and zooming around the yard on their bikes. The children showed a variety of skills on
their bikes and the yard was full of smiles.

And if all this was not enough to keep us busy we have also been acknowledging Road
Safety Week. I know that the road outside school is often a key talking point amongst the
community so we know that following Road Safety Week is a must for our children. Each
class has been identifying how to keep safe and some classes have also been outside to
conduct traffic surveys.



Finally, we have ended our week with the celebration assembly and Hot Chocolate reward
so well done to all our amazing winners this week.

Have a wonderful weekend and remember… only 31 days until Christmas!!

Craig Shaw

Class Attendance

Willow 83.08

Maple 98.70

Alder 95.00

Oak 90.65

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Did you know?

GCSEs may seem a long way off for you and your child but all absence at any stage leads
to gaps in your child’s learning.

90% of young people with attendance rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good
grades of GCSE and around one third achieve no GCSEs at all

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Dates for the diary…

Autumn Term 2023

Tuesday 28th November Maple Class trip to Seven Stories

Friday 30th November 2.30pm Pam Walker Christingle Assembly

Thursday 7th December Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 7th December 1.45pm Joint Christmas Performance
(Parents/Carers Welcome)

Thursday 14th December Christmas Lunch

Friday 15th December AM Whole School Christmas Performance

Tuesday 19th December 10.00am Christmas Pantomime at Tyne Theatre

Wednesday 20th December Afternoon KS2 Christmas Party

Thursday 21st December Afternoon Reception/KS1 Christmas Party

Friday 22nd December School Closes for Christmas

Monday 8th January School Reopens for Spring Term

All dates may be subject to change

Remember you can track our key school events through our website by clicking on the News and
Events tab and then School Calendar.

Reception Admission Gateway…

For any parents, carers or friends that you know, who would like to apply for Reception
places for September 2024, please note that the Northumberland portal is now open and is
available here. All applications must be received by the Local Authority by the closing date
of Monday 15th January 2024.

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/School-admissions-places-appeals-1/Reception-entry-applications.aspx


Ford Castle Residential…

Please make sure you read the letter that has been sent out about this trip.
It includes the total cost and the breakdown of payments which we must adhere
to. Please note that the deposit is non-refundable.

If you have any questions or concerns please do see Mr Shaw or Miss Cruse as soon as
possible.

Extra-Curricular Clubs:
Contact the office if you wish to join a club and check availability.

Day Activity Time Age

Monday Dance 3.20 - 4.15pm Reception - Y2

Monday Rugby 3.20 - 4.15pm Year 5 - 6

Tuesday NUF
Multi-Sport

3.20 - 4.20pm Years 1 - 3

Wednesday Pele Trust
Multi-Sport

3.20 - 4.20pm Years 4 - 6

Thursday Badminton 3.15 - 4.00pm Years 5 - 6
(cost)

Thursday Art 3.15 - 4.00pm Years 1 - 2

Friday Band 8.30 - 9.00am
All band members from

last year and children who
can play an entire scale

are welcome

Friday Choir 11.45 - 12.15pm KS2

Would you or someone you know like to run a club? If so please don’t hesitate to contact the
school office.



Keeping children safe online…

Each week we share some quick fact posters about keeping your children safe online and
how to ensure they have secure settings. Online safety is paramount now in society the
world of computers is evolving at such a rapid rate.

Please click on the following link to find out more about:

For Parents - Using Google Family Link app.

The Google Family Link has come on in leaps and bounds over the years, allowing parents greater management
of their child's Google accounts (e.g Youtube) and Android devices. This includes children under the age of 13.

Internet Matters have put together a great article explaining exactly what Google Family Link is plus detailed
instructions on how to set it up and use it.

You can find the article HERE.

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=2429cd6e67&e=80aae12ecd


The week in Willow Class

This week has been Road Safety week, the children have been fantastic at using actions
to remember how to cross the road safely. We discussed this together and then we went
to the top of our car park to observe the traffic. We were very surprised how fast some of
the cars were going past school. We gave lots of cars a thumbs up because they were
doing the right thing and driving slowly. The highlight of the survey was that we got to see
lots of Army trucks that all gave us a wave. We have discussed what we can do to help
and we thought we could tell everyone how to cross the road safely, tell them to slow
down near schools and even recommend that the speed camera comes to Belsay more.

In Maths we have thought about the numbers 4 and 5. The children have loved using the
counters to make 4 and 5 using the part part whole method. We have been working hard
to recall how to make 4 and 5 using two numbers.

On Tuesday we took part in bike ability. The children loved using the balance bikes and
their own bikes to work on their bike skills. I was really proud of all of the children for
showing great resilience and not giving up even when it was hard or they were feeling a bit
tired. It was also a great opportunity for the children to see their friends from preschool as
they took part with us. We are looking forward to more transition activities.

Next week we will begin the countdown to Christmas and this will start on Friday with us
working together to put up the Christmas tree. Miss Houghton and Mrs Moffat are very
excited to share this special time with the children.
Tapestry now seems to be working again and I have managed to upload the posts from
last week that didn’t upload. Hopefully now it will work for everyone else as well, but if
anyone is still having issues please let me know. The children really enjoy sharing their
photos with their friends so any uploads over the weekend would be appreciated, and we
will make sure we share them together in class.
Have a lovely weekend. Lots of the children have said they are looking forward to putting
their Christmas tree up this weekend.
Miss Houghton



This week in Maple Class

Maple Class have had another busy but brilliant week! To develop our knowledge of Road
Safety, we discussed roads away from home and how to recognise the safest places to
cross the road in busy areas. We helped each other to remember the important rules
when crossing- stop, look, listen and think.

Year 1 enjoyed their Bikeability session, they learnt how to control their bikes to be able to
avoid obstacles. They practised riding up and over ramps and had a team race. It was lots
of fun!

Miss Dixon



The week in Alder Class

What a brilliant week in Alder Class! We have created some gorgeous work and had
lovely, detailed discussion in all lessons.

We started off the week by writing a narrative about Sojourner Truth. We were challenged
with only writing a short section of her story and ensuring it was in third person and
applying all the skills we have learnt so far. We included similes, fronted adverbials,
expanded noun phrases, inverted commas and lots more. We were all so proud of our
work that we have been asking to continue our writing all week!

In History we continued our work around slavery and developed our understanding of the
slave trade before exploring what it is like in Africa. We started off by illustrating what we
knew or imagined Africa to be like and then had some super discussion around what it is
actually like and why. We then worked with partners to use the atlas to identify different
places in Africa.

In Science we were looking at how we can compare animals and we all had so many facts
about different animals and creatures that we couldn’t wait to share. We then organised
animals on a table so that we could compare different animals and why they might need to
be different or the same.

For Road Safety Week we completed some challenges to test our prior knowledge before
going outside and watching our local traffic. We observed how many cars drive past, what
different vehicles we may see and estimated what speed we think they were going. We all
made some brilliant observations and this sparked our discussion around road safety and
how we can keep ourselves and others safe.

Well done on an amazing week Alder Class and I can’t wait to hear all about your
weekend.

Miss Cruse



This week in Oak Class

A highlight of this week was that we visited Newcastle University and studied social
science with Professor Sue, Professor Ulrike and Professor Liz. We studied the different

types of social media apps that children from
Australia use. The professors are starting their
own project in the Uk and Belsay was one of the
first schools to be invited.

In Australia, Youtube was the number 1 app and
we are excited to find out if the U.K has the same
or if it's different. Afterwards they gave us a lovely
lunch.

In maths this week Year 5 have begun learning
cube numbers and Year 6 have been working hard
on their new Fraction topics which includes Mixed
Numbers, Improper Fractions, Equivalent and
Simplifying fractions.

During our English we have been researching
facts about the country Afghanistan and the
Afghan people because we have started a new
reading book in class called ‘The Breadwinner’
which is set in Afghanistan. We then used this
research to create factfiles.

Did you know… it's 3,550 miles from Belsay
to Kabul (capital of Afghanistan).

In Science we have continued our topic of
light and how we use that to allow us to see.

Finally in PSHE this week we have focused
on Road Safety and completed an activity
based around this topic. We have deciphered
key words such as speed, brakes and bikes
all of which travel and can cause problems
on our roads.

By Charlie and Ralph



Mr Smith, who is our Primary PE Lead, has been working hard behind the scenes to bring
an exciting opportunity our way…

We are excited to share that Pele Trust
have teamed up with Junior Park Run
to organise a Festive Fun Run.

All Pele Trust Schools are welcome
(age 4-14) along with family and friends
to the Christmas themed event.

It is super inclusive as you can walk,
run or go for a personal best time over
the 2K route.

The event is free, and is a great
opportunity for our community to come
together and get into festive spirit while
promoting healthy active lifestyles.

The location is the Town Moor which
provides a beautiful and spacious
setting for everyone to enjoy.

To register and to get more information:

www.parkrun.org.uk/townmoor-juniors






