
 

 

 

Friday Flyer 
20 October 2023 

 

Headteacher Update 

 
It is ‘scary’ just how fast the days are going at Belsay Primary and every day is a ‘thriller’. 
This week has once again brought so much joy and learning because in my opinion if we 
have fun at school, learning comes easily. Not only have there been high energy, fully 
engaging lessons being taught in our classrooms but we have also had visitors in school 
working with Oak Class. In addition to this we have had some of our Year 6 children at an 
event, learning how to be Young Sport Leaders, so I am excited to see what skills they 
learn and how we can use this at Belsay. 
 
We are working hard to be creative with our break and lunches, especially when the field 
is out of use. Currently we have reading areas, creative stations and each week we are 
having ‘Wonderful Wednesday’ which consists of whole school dancing and certainly got 
everyone, including staff involved this week. Once our Young Leaders are trained and 
confident we will then be looking to how to utilise their skills to teach others and run small 
games.   
 
Already next week is looking super busy so please make sure you clear the diaries as 
firstly the Belsay children want to ‘put a spell on you’ as the ‘season of the witch’ is upon 
us. Please support our school and the PTA by bringing your children to our ‘Monster Mash’ 
Halloween Disco on Tuesday afternoon. Dressing up is optional but it would be great to 
see some ‘wolves’ or ‘zombies’ showing us their best dance moves!  
 
Also next week we have our annual Harvest Festival on Friday morning at 9.15am. It 
would be amazing if we could have as many parents and carers as possible to support the 
event. Come down a little earlier and have a tea or coffee and then watch our 
performance, I’m sure you won’t be disappointed. We will once again be gathering food for 
the People’s Kitchen so if you are able to, please send your child into school next week 
with some non-perishable food items and these I know will be greatly received.  
 
Finally this week, some exciting news to tell everyone. As you may be aware I was 
involved in interviews earlier this month as we look for a new teacher in Year 5 and 6. After 
completing a rigorous process, I am delighted to announce that we have appointed Mr 
Peter McLeod as our new teacher and he will be starting with us in January 2024. I will 
ensure that Mr McLeod has time in our school before the Christmas break and I know you 
will provide a warm Belsay welcome, as you have done with me. 
 
Hope to see as many parents and carers as possible next week. 
Stay safe and have a wonderful weekend. 
Craig Shaw  



 

 

 

Check this out… 
 
Have you been on our website recently? If not please do check it out as we have lots of 
really useful information on there such as who to contact with queries, school menus, what 
your child will be learning this year and all our policies eg. safeguarding. 
 
Our exciting new edition is our school calendar. If you click on the tab ‘News and Events’ 
and then ‘School Calendar’ you will now be able to see all of our events up until Christmas. 
This new feature should keep you up to date with everything you need to know so be sure to 
check it regularly as events are being added all the time!  

 



 

 

 

Class Attendance 

Willow  98.46 

Maple 99.13 

Alder 98.13 

Oak 91.61 

 

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 
Did you know? 

A child who is absent from school for one day a week misses the equivalent of two years of 
their school life. 

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a 
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.  

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 

Dates for the diary… 

 

Autumn Term 2023 

Monday 23rd October  Flu Immunisations 

Tuesday 24th October 3.15-5.00pm Halloween Disco  

Friday 27th October  9.15am Harvest Festival (Parents/Carers 

Welcome) 

Friday 27th October  School Closes for Half Term 

Monday 6th November   Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 7th November  School Re-opens after Half Term 

Friday 10th November  Remembrance Day Assembly 

 

Monday 13th November  Odd Sock Day 

Monday 13th & Tuesday 

14th November 

3.15-5.30pm Parents' Evenings 

Thursday 7th December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 7th December 1.45pm Joint Christmas Performance 

(Parents/Carers Welcome) Venue TBC 

Friday 15th December AM (TBC) Whole School Christmas 

Performance 

Tuesday 19th December 10.00am Christmas Pantomime at Tyne Theatre 

 

Wednesday 20th December  Afternoon KS2 Christmas Party 

Thursday 21st December  Afternoon Reception/KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 22nd December  School Closes for Christmas 

All dates may be subject to change 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: 



 

 

We are looking to start these from next week. Please click here to sign up.  

 

Day Activity Time Age 

Monday Dance 3.20 - 4.15pm Reception - Y2 

Tuesday NUF  
Multi-Sport 

3.20 - 4.20pm Years 1 - 3 

 
Wednesday 

 
Pele Trust  
Multi-Sport  

 
3.20 - 4.20pm 

 
Years 4 - 6 

Wednesday 
 

Spanish Club 3.15 - 4.15pm Years 3-6 

 
Thursday 

 
Badminton  

3.15 - 4.00pm 
starts  

21st September 

Years 5 - 6 
(cost) 

 
Friday 

 
Band 

 
8.30 - 9.00am 

All band members from 
last year and children who 
can play an entire scale 

are welcome 

Friday Choir 11.45 - 12.15pm KS2 

 

Would you or someone you know like to run a club? If so please don’t hesitate to contact the 

school office. 

 

 

School Uniform… 
 
We are seeing an increased number of misplaced uniforms which, as we all know, is 
frustrating as it costs a lot of money to replace items. Therefore can you please ensure 
names are added to all items so they can be returned to the right owners.  
 
It may also be a good time to check the uniform, particular jumpers and hoodies that are at 
home, to make sure you have the correct items for your child and not an item belonging to 
another child. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/XvLcpTPE2EW8krbn9


 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online

 

 



 

 

Competition Time… 

 

 



 

 

The week in Willow Class 
 
Willow class have worked very hard this week and it has been lovely to see this reflected 
in the work we have produced. The children have loved focusing on the story of The Little 
Red Hen. They have made stick puppets to help with retelling the story, completed a story 
map to show the story using pictures and then enjoyed making their own bread. Everyone 
agreed it was delicious.  
 
 

                                   
 
This week our children have had two keywords that we have focused on. These have 
been ‘kindness’ and ‘teamwork’. It has been lovely seeing the children showing kindness 
to each other and being able to identify when they have done this. Everyday me and Mrs 
Moffat see the children showing amazing team work whether this is during tidy up time, 
when they are playing games and even when we are keeping the cloakroom tidy. We 
really are amazing. It would be great if you could send some photos on Tapestry of when 
your child has shown kindness or has worked as part of a team, then we will share these 
together in class.  
 
In Maths we have been thinking about the numbers 1,2 and 3. This week we have been 
working on ‘subitising’ this is when we recognise an amount without needing to count 
them.  We have used a musical instrument to help with recognising how many beats, we 
realised it was really hard not to count out loud when listening to the beats, but we did 
manage it. I was really impressed with the children when we did this!  
 
We have been practising our Harvest songs and in the classroom we are really confident 
however we know on the day of the performance we might feel a bit nervous. We have 
talked about how we just have to do our best and no matter what we do everyone will be 
very proud of us. We hope you can all make it, but please don’t worry if you can’t as I will 
record Willow class singing the songs in our class and share them on tapestry with 
everyone.  
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone!  
                   
Miss Houghton  

 



 

 

This week in Maple Class 
 
Maple Class has been innovating the story of Beegu in English, using creative and 

imaginative ideas to invent new characters, settings and events. We used SPAG skills 

practised over the past weeks to write fantastic stories with accurate punctuation and 

impressive vocabulary. We enjoyed reading our stories aloud to one another and 

celebrating our brilliant work! We are very proud of our writing progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Maths, Year 1 has been learning addition fact families using the part-whole 
model and using the representations to write matching number sentences. Year 2 
has been using the same model to make amounts using different coins.  
 
Miss Dixon 

 



 

 

The week in Alder Class 
 
PSHE  
In PSHE this week we have been learning about our zones of regulation. Have a look at 
our beautiful posters, these explore some of the emotions we can feel within each zone.  
 

 
 

English 
We continued our class text in English this week and focussed on the events leading up to 
and during the Battle of Hastings. We learnt how to identify the 5 Ws (who, what, where, 
when and why) in a newspaper article and used this to make important notes. We then 
created a human timeline. This involved our knowledge of chronological order. We also 
had to find clues within the details of a text to help us put each event in time order.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Maths 
Maths this week has focussed on addition with more than one exchange. We are 
becoming experts. For an extra challenge, some of us have been using these skills to 
problem solve. We looked at the way someone else may have answered a question and 
thought about why we agreed or disagreed with them.    
 
Mrs Aynsley        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The week in Oak Class 
 
English 
In our English lessons this week, we have continued to read about the mysteries 
surrounding Sukie; where is she?  Olive and Cliff have been kicked out by Queenie and 
are now setting up home in the lighthouse with Ephraim and his dog, Pixie. Somehow, we 
think the four of them are going to get on very well.  We are so excited to continue reading 
the chapters to see what unfolds next.  
 
Art 
Over the past few weeks, our two artists, Ayza Obra and Ida O’Keefe have continued to 
inspire us to create our own unique lighthouse images.  We have now started to bring all 
of our skills together this week to create a final masterpiece!  Here are some of the 
wonderful examples below. 



 

 

 
 
PSHE: Love Has No Labels 
Inspired by the ‘Love Has No Labels’ campaign, we have looked at the importance of 
tolerating and accepting those who may be different to ourselves and that ‘Love is Love’.  
We have had a lot of class discussions around the subject too and we have a mature set 
of young people in our class who are growing up to become good-rounded citizens.  
 

 
 
Mr Harvey 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


