
 

 

 

Friday Flyer 
6 October 2023 

 

Headteacher Update 

 
Good afternoon and welcome to another weekly update. The weeks are passing by very 
quickly but once again another week of hard work, fun and celebration. Walking around 
the school it is a true testament to the staff and the children for just how much is going on.  
 
As we move into the month of October our new monthly value is around ‘Kindness’ and 
the week started with an assembly to cover what this means and looking at the Good 
Samaritan story as an example. We have also been talking about School Vision - I wonder 
if your child can tell you what it is?  
 

Aiming High  
Working Together  

Achieving Excellence 
 
This week in school there have been discussions amongst staff about the subject of sports 
equipment and in particular balls being used on the yard. In order to keep all children safe 
on the yard we have decided to ask that children not to bring balls into school. School will 
provide this equipment for the children at break and lunch. As the weather improves later 
in the year we will naturally readdress this once the field is back in use.  
 
You may have also noticed today that we are having work done on the field. This is 
following a site survey on the trees and essential work is being carried out. Again, this is 
necessary to keep the site safe for our children.  
 
Next week, on Tuesday 10 October, we have the photographer in school to take individual 
pictures. Due to the fact PE takes place on a Tuesday please can you send your children 
into school in their PE uniform but wearing their light blue polo.  This will mean they 
still look smart for their headshot pictures but can also continue as normal with PE in the 
afternoon. 
 
Finally, today I have been conducting the interviews for our new teacher to Oak Class. We 
have had a wide number of applicants which is down to the outstanding reputation of the 
school. Once the full process has been completed parents and carers will be notified. 
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support of the school and I hope you have a 
fabulous weekend and find time to relax! 
 
 
Craig Shaw  



 

 

 

 

Class Attendance 

Reception 100 

Y1/2 96.52 

Y3/4 100 

Y5/6 98.71 

 

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time. 

 

 
 
Every child has the right to a good education. We want our children to thrive, and to be 
healthy and happy. For this to happen the majority of young people need to be attending 
school, seeing their friends, and learning in the classroom. Most children in England agree 
with this assessment. The Children’s Commissioner for England’s ‘Big Ask’ survey from 
March 2022 gathered over 550 000 responses from children and demonstrated during the 
pandemic how much they had missed face-to-face teaching, spending time with their 
friends, and the extra-curricular activities that brought joy and excitement to their lives. 

The benefits of school are many. It offers positive adult role models and gives children a 
strong foundation for their interactions in society. School helps young people build 
confidence, which is crucial to healthy self-esteem. It encourages independent critical 
thinking and self-expression. These skills translate to every area of life, whether it is in 
academia, the workplace, or relationships. School widens a child’s horizons and influences 
their aspirations. Schools are more than just classrooms, they are communities. 

The NHS has recently published a really useful document to refer to when your child has a 
suspected illness and you are not sure if they could come to school. It can be found here.  

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 

Dates for the diary… 

 

Autumn Term 2023 

Thursday 5th October 6.00-8.00pm Year 6 Prospective Parents' Evening at 

Ponteland High School  

Tuesday 10th October  Individual School Photographs  

Monday 23rd October  Flu Immunisations 

Friday 27th October  9.15am Harvest Festival (Parents/Carers 

Welcome) 

Friday 27th October  School Closes for Half Term 

Monday 6th November   Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 7th November  School Re-opens after Half Term 

Friday 10th November  Remembrance Day Assembly 

 

Monday 13th November  Odd Sock Day 

Monday 13th & Tuesday 

14th November 

3.15-5.30pm Parents' Evenings 

Thursday 7th December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Thursday 7th December 1.45pm Joint Christmas Performance 

(Parents/Carers Welcome) Venue TBC 

Friday 15th December AM (TBC) Whole School Christmas 

Performance 

Tuesday 19th December 10.00am Christmas Pantomime at Tyne Theatre 

 

Wednesday 20th December  Afternoon KS2 Christmas Party 

Thursday 21st December  Afternoon Reception/KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 22nd December  School Closes for Christmas 

All dates may be subject to change 

 

 



 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs: 

We are looking to start these from next week. Please click here to sign up.  

 

Day Activity Time Age 

Monday Dance 3.20 - 4.15pm Reception - Y2 

Tuesday NUF  
Multi-Sport 

3.20 - 4.20pm Years 1 - 3 

 
Wednesday 

 
Pele Trust  
Multi-Sport  

 
3.20 - 4.20pm 

 
Years 4 - 6 

Wednesday 
 

Spanish Club 3.15 - 4.15pm Years 3-6 

 
Thursday 

 
Badminton  

3.15 - 4.00pm 
starts  

21st September 

Years 5 - 6 
(cost) 

 
Friday 

 
Band 

 
8.30 - 9.00am 

All band members from 
last year and children who 
can play an entire scale 

are welcome 

Friday Choir 11.45 - 12.15pm KS2 

 

Would you or someone you know like to run a club? If so please don’t hesitate to contact the 

school office. 

 

 

Remember… 
 
As the weather changes and we move into colder, wetter times (not much different from our 
Summer), please remember to send your child to school with a waterproof coat and pair of 
wellies. We aim to try and get the pupils in the fresh air as much as possible during break 
and lunch!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/XvLcpTPE2EW8krbn9


 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online 

 

 



 

 

Competition Time… 

 

 



 

 

The week in Willow class 
 
The children have been fantastic and are really in the rhythm of school life and all that it 
brings. This week we have continued to read our stories ‘All are welcome here’ and ‘it’s 
okay to be different’. It is lovely to hear the children joining in with the stories now and 
picking out their favourite parts of the story. Philippa likes the part where it says ‘it’s okay 
to have wheels,’ and Magnus likes the part where it says ‘It’s okay to eat macaroni cheese 
in the bathtub,’ We talked about the story All are welcome here and it was lovely to know 
that all of our children feel very welcome in school. They all feel proud to be part of Team 
Belsay, and everyday we discuss how it feels to be in the best class in the school. We 
really do have an amazing team.  
 
On Tapestry everyone will see a video of  their child talking about why they are special. 
We have discussed what makes us special and the children chose friends, family, special 
toys and even special moments they have with their family as reasons that make them feel 
special. Please do login to see the videos as I am sure you will agree they are very 
special.  
 
We have been very busy in discovery time this week, and it has been lovely to see the 
children accessing all areas. This week the children have enjoyed making pictures using 
chalk.They have explored the different techniques that they can use to change their 
pictures.  
 

                      
 
In Maths this week our focus has been on counting. We have discussed rules for counting 
and then applied this. The rules we discussed were only counting items once, take your 
time, find out how many altogether in a set by remembering that the last number we say 
when we count tells us how many. The children have enjoyed counting lots of different 
things this week such as themselves, dinosaurs and even conkers. A big thank you to 
Isobel’s family for collecting lots of conkers and bringing them into school.  
 
 
Miss Houghton  

 

 



 

 

The week in Maple Class 
 

Maple Class has been studying instructions in English, discussing what they are for and 

why they are important. We learnt that instructions use bossy verbs in command 

sentences so that the steps are clear to the reader in helping them achieve their goal. We 

considered the qualities a good friend should have and used our knowledge of verbs and 

time openers to write How to be a Good Friend instructions for Beegu.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Geography, we identified the four countries of the United 
Kingdom and their capital cities. We enjoyed matching 
significant landmarks to their locations and discussed some of 
the places we have visited with our families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Dixon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The week in Alder Class 



 

 

 
This week in Alder class the children have shown amazing resilience and have had the 
opportunity to show off just how amazing they are!  
 
In English, the children continued their work around our class text ‘The Anglo-Saxon Boy’ 
by considering the thoughts of different characters and in particular Magnus and King 
Harold. The children chose different events that have happened in our story and started to 
consider the characters thoughts as well as emotions and could give reasons for each 
one. We have also begun planning our diary entry that we are excited to write next week. 
Earlier on in the week we worked on prepositions with Mr Shaw and Miss Cook and they 
were amazed by the children's understanding and ability to work together.  

 

 
In Science we continued our work on electricity and were all so excited to complete our 
experiment to investigate which materials are insulators and which are conductors. The 
children were then able to record their findings to help them with their scientific 
questioning.  
 
In History we began to think about the Bayeux Tapestry and the Norman Conquest. The 
children used their knowledge to debate who they thought deserved to be King and had to 
back this up with a reason. We then began to discuss what we thought was happening in 
different images of the Bayeux Tapestry. 
Well done on an amazing week in Alder Class! I am looking forward to seeing you all next 
week! 
Miss Cruse 

 



 

 

The week in Oak Class 
We have been really lucky to have been chosen by Newcastle University to deliver lessons 
linked to social sciences.  A researcher has joined us all the way from Australia!  Today, 
we discussed the meaning of social science and what it encompasses.  We had some 
wonderful discussion opportunities with children thinking outside the box.  Over the next 
few weeks, the team from the University will be asking children to design and deliver a real 
social science project in school and analyse the findings.  We are really looking forward to 
seeing how this project develops over the rest of the term.  Keep an eye out for consent 
forms coming home soon, asking for your child to take part in a research project. 

 

 
 
In our English lessons this week, we have continued to read our story, Letters from a 

Lighthouse.  Olive and Cliff have been evacuated from London to Devon and are trying to 

find their host but she hasn’t arrived to collect them from the village hall.  We have also 

spent some time looking at the features of writing persuasive texts.  Our acronym will help 

us to remember the features: 



 

 

 

Mr Harvey 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 


