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Head of School Update
This week marked our annual Upper Key Stage 2 Bee Week. The theme is shared across the Pele
Trust and the wider partnership in anticipation of Y6’s transition to High School. The purpose is to
give children a shared knowledge base to build on in High School and current Y6 families will be
invited to a Bee Showcase at Ponteland High in the Autumn term. We enjoyed welcoming pupils
from Stamfordham into school as part of the project and the children had the exciting opportunity
to work with a beekeeper and explore a hive!

An update from Frances who runs gardening club:
“You may have noticed little bits of progress in the garden, thanks to
the green fingered participants in reception and Year 1/2. They have
worked hard, and in the last few months we have planted potatoes,
carrots, purple kalettes (epic fail!), red cabbage, sweet peas, rainbow
beetroot, runner bean, broad bean, peas, pumpkin, spaghetti squash,
sunflowers, spinach, Brussels sprouts, two lovely hanging baskets and
some further pots. Plus, they have all identified the other plants in the

garden such as the strawberries and completed a herb treasure
hunt. Thank you to the children, and also to parents and staff that
have donated some plants, seeds and even an empty hanging basket.
Further plans to tidy, get the greenhouse up and rejuvenate the old tree
area, plus improve the recycling point are in progress….”

I would like to thank Frances, Emily and all the other parents who help to run gardening club and
also take care of our beautiful garden on the weekend and during the school holidays. It is much
appreciated by both the children and the staff.

Next week our Y6 children embark on their trip to Normandy in France. The week promises,
alongside an exciting itinerary, to provide lots of opportunities to make new friends with children
from across the Pele Trust ahead of their transition to High School. We look forward to hearing all
about it when they return!

Our Summer Fayre is fast approaching (please note the date has changed from Friday 7th to
Monday 10th) and we plan to hold a non-uniform day on Friday 30th June, in exchange for a bottle
for our bottle stall. The non-uniform day will be themed ‘Express Yourself’ and will be a
celebration of the children’s individuality. Look out for the flyer from the PTA below.
Best wishes and enjoy the sunshine, Claire Johnson



Class Attendance

Reception 92.73

Y1/2 98.92

Y3/4 100

Y5/6 97.73

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.



Upcoming events:

Week beginning 26
June

Y6 France trip to St Omer

Monday 26 June Y5 transition event at Newcastle Eagles

Monday 3 July Visit to Belsay Castle (whole school)

Tuesday 4 July Y5/6 trip to STEMFest at Newcastle Eagles

Thursday 6 July Year 6 transition day at Ponteland High School

Wednesday 5 July Y3/4 trip to Seven Stories

Monday 10 July Summer Fair

Tuesday 11 - Thursday
13 July

Flow Exhibition of Pele Trust primary schools creative arts work at Ponteland
Leisure Centre (see postcards below)

Mon 10 - Wed 12 July Bikeability Y5/6

Thursday 13 July Flow Music Concert at Ponteland High School -6pm

Monday 17 July Sports Day

Wednesday 19 July Year 6 Leavers Assembly

Thursday 20 July Wilding Theatre Group - working with Years 1 to 3 plus a performance for the
whole school

Friday 21 July End of term - school closes at 1pm

All dates may be subject to change.













The week in Reception

Reception have had another really busy week. They have worked incredibly hard with
everything they have been asked to do. They have certainly shown our school value of
kindness when we welcomed our new children into Reception again as part of the
transition process. Lots of the children were eager to help the children paint their hand
ready for their new peg, show them around the classroom and be great friends together
on the yard. I was really proud of our children!

This week we have thought about dinosaurs. This is always an area where the children
have more knowledge than me and every year I think I will remember the dinosaur names
but never do! Isobel has been an expert at helping us all to remember the names of the
dinosaurs and Ralph was able to tell everyone that dinosaurs are now extinct, and he
explained what this meant. The children have loved this topic and we are eager to explore
it further next week.

As part of our focus task work this week we have thought about number bonds to 10 and
learning ways to remember these quickly. The children have loved practising this.

We have also thought about what dinosaurs might say and thought about using question
marks in our work. The children came up with some amazing questions that the dinosaurs
might like to ask. A firm favourite being “do you like chocolate?”. A very important
question!

Photos of the children’s work can be found on tapestry.

Next week we are looking forward to continuing our work on dinosaurs and using our
knowledge of writing questions to prepare some questions to ask Miss Dixon and the
current Year 1s during transition time. If you or your child have any questions you would
like to ask, please send them to the reception class email: reception@belsay-school.uk

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy this lovely weather!

Miss Houghton

mailto:reception@belsay-school.uk


The week in Key Stage 1

In Science we have been studying what plants need to grow healthily. We discussed the

importance of soil, water and sunlight and set up a bean plant investigation in the

classroom. We will be observing what will happen to a plant if one of these key

components is taken away from the seed. We made predictions about each plant and

discussed whether or not we thought the seeds would germinate and why. We learnt the

life cycle of a bean plant and look forward to seeing the plant with soil, water and sunlight

grow and change over time.

We also sowed cress seeds and talked about their difference in size in comparison to the

beans. We compared the methods of planting and scattering seeds.

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4

Well done for a fantastic week Year 3 and 4! You have had such a busy week but you have
produced some beautiful work, put in lots of hard work and shown excellent resilience.

In English we started the week by writing a detailed diary entry from the perspective of Ahment
from ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’. We thought in depth about how Amhet would be feeling
throughout different points on his first day of school and created some exceptional work. We then
honoured World Refugee Day by looking at messages and emotions converted in a selection of
poems about refugees and how refugees are often perceived. This allowed for excellent discussion
and debate around a very mature topic where the children were so respectful and empathetic. We
then used this to inspire us to write our own haiku poems about refugees later on in the week.

In Science we explored how skeletons are different and how we know which skeletons animals
have. In Geography we learn about climate refugees and what could cause someone to become a
refugee with our knowledge of different climates.

We have had so much fun at bikeability and it was great to share all our cycling knowledge with
each other and develop our understanding of bike safety.

Well done Year 3 and 4 on an amazing week!

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6

We started our Bee Week project by welcoming our friends from Stamfordham Primary
School over for the whole day. We had a fun-packed day of activities all related to bees.
Bee Week has been a great success again this year and is a unique project, not only giving
us the opportunity to study these amazing insects in detail, but also as a way of beginning
transition activities that link into the Year 7 curriculum at Ponteland High School - and
making some new friends of course!

Beekeeper Talks
Thank you so much to Andrew Allman (who works at Ponteland High School) and Thorsten
Rettig who are both such knowledgeable beekeepers. They brought a variety of
bee-related paraphernalia and discussed how the bee hive colony works so effortlessly to
produce honey. Thorsten also brought some old honeycombs for the children to handle
and Andrew gave a demonstration of how a hive is constructed and what happens on each
level.



Bee Art
On Monday afternoon, Stamfordham and ourselves took part in a selection of bee-art
related activities. We made our own bees using toilet roll tubes and we wrote some
wonderful bee poems.

Live link to Tresco
Every Bee Week we link-up live with all of the other Pele Trust primary schools to listen to
an amazing beekeeper, Jilly Halliday, who lives on Tresco in the Scilly Isles. She works
closely with a number of universities, helping them to monitor bee populations over the
250 islands, fight diseases and gather important data. Jilly is so passionate about bees
they take over her life and her enthusiasm is infectious. The children were able to interact
and ask her lots of questions.



Field study
Mrs Etherington joined us on Thursday for our bee field study where the children
surveyed different areas of the field, collecting data about how many bees visited the
various flowers that we have in our school grounds. Thank you to Mrs Etherington for
sharing her knowledge about bees and again her enthusiasm for ensuring that our
grounds are as bee friendly as possible. We finished the day by tasting some amazing
honeys - thyme, pine and orange tree - they were delicious!!



A few children have been asking where we purchased the honey as they would like some
for home. Please find the Amazon link below:
CLICK HERE FOR HONEY!
Mr Harvey, Miss Thomas and Miss Cook

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B01CZP00IY?psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details



