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Head of School Update

Belsay School has been transformed this week into a ski
resort!  It was an absolute joy on Monday to see the
children sledging on the field and playing in the snow.  They
were so kind in sharing their sledges with those who didn’t
have their own to make sure that no one missed out on the
fun - a great time was had by all.  Sadly the powdery snow
didn’t stay around for long so we’re all hoping for a fresh
downpour so we can hit the slopes again!

This week our new SENDCo (Special Needs Co-ordinator),
Mrs Brown, has been in school getting to know the children
and staff.  Mrs Brown replaces Mrs Bushell and will work
closely with teachers to support pupils with additional
needs.  She comes with a wealth of experience as SENDCo
and also works as a SEND Adviser for the local authority.
She works closely with Mrs Wright, who is our Behaviour
and Family Support Adviser.

Sunday 22nd January marks Lunar New Year and we
would like to say kung hei fat choi to everyone who is
celebrating this weekend.  2023 is the year of the
rabbit and we will be learning a little about this in
assembly on Monday.  Interestingly, the rabbit
encapsulates our January school value of positivity:

“To outsiders, the Rabbit’s kindness may make them seem soft
and weak. In truth, the Rabbit’s quiet personality hides their
confidence and strength. They are steadily moving towards their
goal, no matter what negativity the others give them.”

Reception started their Lunar New Year celebrations early and celebrated with a visit from Mr Bell
who is the Pele Trust Catering Manager.  He taught them the skills to prepare a Chinese stir fry
which they then all sampled!  Thank you so much to Mr Bell for giving us the opportunity to cook
with a real chef.

Best wishes, Claire Johnson



We would like to remind you of the importance of good attendance and punctuality.
ATTENDANCE
Frequent absences inevitably affect your child’s learning and well-being.  It is very
important that your child attends school every day unless of course they are ill or there is
another very good reason for them not doing so.  If your child has a medical appointment,
we do ask for proof where possible so that we can authorise the absence from school.
This can take the form of an email, letter or appointment card.  If your child is ill, or there
is any other reason why they cannot attend school, please contact the school office on the
morning of the first day of absence.  If you do not inform the school office then we are
legally obliged to contact you.  If we are unable to contact you (or the other contacts on
your list) to establish the reason for your child’s non-attendance then it will be recorded as
an unauthorised absence.  We do require daily notice of absence, unless specified, until
your child returns to school.
Since  September 2015 any pupil with less than 90% school attendance is regarded as a
Persistent Absentee.  This is a national threshold set by the Government. Belsay School is
following Government guidance and implementing a scheme to prevent pupils becoming
Persistent Absentees (any pupil with less than 90% school attendance).  Mrs Johnson
monitors whole school attendance on a weekly basis and will make contact with families
where persistent absence is becoming an issue.  She, with the help of Mrs Wright, will
then work with families to improve attendance.
PUNCTUALITY
Children are registered every morning at 8.55 am. The gates open at 8.45am so the
children can go independently into their classrooms for a soft start.  Those 10 minutes
each day allow your child to practise key skills to warm up for the day’s learning.  It is very
important that unless there are exceptional circumstances your child should be at school
by 8.55am.
Research tells us that attendance matters.
“pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education. Missing out on
lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind.  Children with poor attendance tend
to achieve less in both primary and secondary school.” DfE May 2022



Thank you for your support in ensuring that your children have good attendance.

Class by class Attendance

Class Attendance

Reception 92.95%

Y1/2 94.52%

Y3/4 95.48%

Y5/6 94.41%

Please refer to the graphic which shows the significant impact of absence over time.



Upcoming events:

22nd January Lunar New Year

Friday 3 February NSPCC Number Day - come to school dressed as a rock star.

6th February Children’s Mental Health Week

7th February Safer Internet Day

17th February Last day of the half term

27th February Teacher training day (school closed to pupils)

28th February Return to school

March TBC Parent / carer consultations

Week beginning 27
March

Made In The North East Week
Each class will study an aspect of local history/geography including a visit.

Friday 31 March End of term

Monday 17 April Summer term begins

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday

Monday 8 May Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation)

Tuesday 9 May -
Friday 12 May

Y6 Sats

Friday 26 May End of summer 1

Monday 5 June Summer 2 begins

Week beginning 12
June

Year 1 phonics screening

All dates may be subject to change.





The week in Reception

Reception has had a brilliant week and I have been told all about it. They have enjoyed
looking at how Chinese New Year is celebrated. They have worked very hard with all of the
activities that have focused on naming the animals, identifying the animals, making their
own chinese dragon and creating a chinese lantern. The children were magnificent at
working with Mr Bell to create a chinese stir fry. He was very impressed with how well
they listened and followed his instructions when chopping the vegetables.

Miss Houghton & Mrs Moffat



The week in Key Stage 1

Year 1 and 2 have had a fantastic week
both playing and learning in the snow!
We had lots of fun going for a wild
winter walk in Science and were very
excited by another surprise snow
shower along the way!

In Art Club we made beautiful, red
paper lanterns to celebrate Chinese
Lunar New Year. We learnt that red is
considered the colour of good luck in
Chinese culture.

In Geography we have been learning
what it is like to live in Australia. We
enjoyed learning about the climate,
culture and what amazing creatures live
there! We used our new knowledge to
make interesting fact posters.

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4

In Year 3 and 4 we have been super busy immersing ourselves in our learning. We started
the week off learning about zones of regulation and identifying how, when and why we
might feel certain emotions and how we can support ourselves and others through this.
We have loved exploring more of the ‘One and Only Ivan’ by Katherine Applegate during
English and learning more about Ivan and his experience as well as learning about
apostrophes for possession. We started to explore why climate is different across the UK
in Geography as well as exploring how we see in science. As a class we have loved
experimenting with how we can raise awareness for Gorillas in captivity through art and
created our sketches using different materials. We have also been exploring Lunar New
Year and Grace was so kind to teach us even more about this celebration and tell us about
her experiences as well as sharing all our prior knowledge. Well done for an amazing week
Year 3 and 4.

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6
Another great week in Year 5 and 6.  We have continued our book, Wonder, exploring the
interesting life of the main character, August.  He certainly faces many challenges on his
journey through childhood.  We have written some amazing diary entries, using lots of our
wonderful English writing techniques, that we have been studying over the past few
weeks. Here are some snippets of our work that we typed up on the laptops:

When I woke up, I realised that mum signed me into school. I was as angry as a bull about

to charge, when I was eating my breakfast mum was telling me about the good times and

the friends I will make. Sam C

Today I am feeling nervous but excited at the same time because I am going to have a tour

around my first ever school. When I got there Mr Tushman was standing at the door

waiting for me. When he  introduced  himself I couldn't help it but I laughed -  I mean who

would want to be called Mr Tushman?  As I walked closer I noticed he had my favourite

pair of trainers on. Ralph

Hello my name is August I’m so frightened to go to a new school. What happens if they are

big scary lions? I felt petrified. I felt so annoyed at mum making me go to school: I know

that I will get bullied. It was so embarrassing: I really tried to avoid them but they wouldn't

stop. Primrose

Through this term’s global theme of Identity
and Diversity, during art we have been
studying iconography and pattern using
aboriginal art as a stimulus.  We have been
producing some amazing pieces of artwork.
We have also been carrying out our own
research on aboriginal art examples.

Mr Harvey and Miss Thomas




