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Head of School Update

As you will be very aware, this has been a challenging week in schools across the country as the
NEU held the first of their scheduled strike days.  I am very grateful to all of the staff who were
open with me about their intentions which allowed me to make decisions last week and to
communicate with you as far in advance as possible.  Thank you to the entire staff team, teachers
and support staff, for ensuring school ran smoothly this week and to families for your patience
while we considered how best to navigate the proposed strike action.

We are so lucky at Belsay to be situated in a rural community and to have the benefit of the
countryside all around us.  You only have to stand on the yard and look out over the field to realise
how special our location is!  In our curriculum planning we have thought carefully about the
context of our school and how to both recognise and celebrate the culture and heritage of our
local communities and also give the children exposure to the wider world.  As such, the teachers
have planned key learning about farming, including safety on farms, to reflect the fact that many
of our families are from farming communities.  We have also developed a global curriculum which
is at the heart of our personal development work and gives the children insight into other
communities and helps them understand how they fit into the world themselves.  An established
and very successful project which has been happening at Belsay over the last several years is the
Linking Schools Project, run in conjunction with Laing Art Gallery and this links us with St
Lawrence’s Primary School in Byker.  The children benefit from learning alongside a school in a
different context and the older children have spoken very positively about their experience of
taking part in this previously.  We welcomed Victoria from Linking Schools into assembly this week
to launch the project with KS1.  Thank you to Miss Dixon who leads on this in school.  We are
looking forward to the joint learning with St Lawrence’s this year!

Our week finished with a bang as everyone came to
school dressed as rock stars to mark NSPCC Number
Day!  The reason for choosing the rock star theme
came about through Times Tables Rockstars as our
older children have all adopted a rock star persona on
the platform which adds some excitement to learning
their times tables.  While the younger children have not
been learning their tables, they have enjoyed lots of
different number games and challenges.



Best wishes,
Claire Johnson



Safeguarding Update

Next Tuesday (7th February) is Safer Internet Day: an annual event which promotes the safe,

responsible and positive use of digital tech among children and young people. The focus of this

year’s theme is to encourage conversation between adults and children about life online.

One of the most eye-catching results of a survey conducted last year by National Online Safety

(taking in more than 1,000 UK parents and carers) was that more than one in six – 18% – never talk

to their child about staying safe online.  There are many understandable reasons for this, such as

feeling that their child is still too young, or assuming that they’re being taught online safety at

school.  The fact remains, however, that regular conversations about our digital lives can help

children keep online safety firmly in mind and avoid many common internet hazards. The guide I

am sharing this week has some ideas for starting these beneficial chats with children – letting

them know that you’re taking a keen interest without making it feel like an interrogation.  It has

also been sent as an attachment with the Friday Flyer so you are able to download it for future

reference.



Class by class Attendance

Class Attendance

Reception 92.93

Y1/2 95.02

Y3/4 95.72

Y5/6 94.36

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.



Upcoming events:

6th February Children’s Mental Health Week

7th February Safer Internet Day

17th February Last day of the half term

27th February Teacher training day (school closed to pupils)

28th February Return to school

March TBC Parent / carer consultations

Week beginning
27 March

Made In The North East Week
Each class will study an aspect of local history/geography including a
visit.

Friday 31 March End of term

Monday 17 April Summer term begins

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday

Monday 8 May Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation)

Tuesday 9 May -
Friday 12 May

Y6 Sats

Friday 26 May End of summer 1

Monday 5 June Summer 2 begins

Week beginning
12 June

Year 1 phonics screening

All dates may be subject to change.



The week in Reception

Once again we have had a very busy week. The children have worked very hard and I am
so impressed with their knowledge about polar bears. This week we have thought about
what we can do to help polar bears. Some of the ideas we had were:

● Turn off the lights
● Recycle
● Turn off your car when you are not driving it
● Plant a tree
● Turn off the TV once you are finished watching it

These are all really useful tips that we can all work together and do.

We have also started to make our own polar bears using clay. This is a different material to
what we would normally use and the children have been able to manipulate it very well.
Lots of us realised we need to make sure we stick all of the joins together as we found it
very funny when the legs fell off some of the polar bears. This is all part of the learning
experience. Next week we will paint them white and bring them home!

Miss Houghton



The week in Key Stage 1

Year 1 and 2 have been learning about weather and

climate in Geography and recording the rainfall in Belsay.

We did this by making recycled rain gauges from plastic

bottles and placing them in the ground to catch the rain.

Each day we measured and recorded the amount of rain

collected in the gauges.

We had special visitor Victoria come into school from the

Laing Art Gallery to deliver a Schools Linking assembly to

us. Within the assembly, we read the story of The Huey’s

in the New Jumper and celebrated what makes us

unique. It was lovely to listen to KS2 share their

past linking experiences with us and we learnt a

lot about the project we are beginning with St

Lawrence’s School. We worked hard to make

beautiful bunting and identity maps to send to

our link school and are looking forward to visiting

the Laing Art Gallery in the summer to meet our

new friends.

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4

What a busy week in Year 3 and 4. We have had such a fun week with the highlight being
our science lesson earlier on in the week where we were exploring reflection. We began
by investigating which materials were the most reflective and then thinking about how a
mirror works and what changes in our reflection. We explored the idea of reverse
mirroring and worked in partners and groups to create our own reflections of our bodies
and had even more fun writing messages backwards so that when they reflected in the
mirror we could read the secret messages. Everyone managed to write their own name
backwards and reflect it as well as being creative with imagery or text.

In English we have been exploring discussion texts around the advantages and
disadvantages of zoos and we are beginning to make our own conclusions on this ready
for next week. In Geography we have been exploring jungles further and why they are so
wet whilst considering different habitats and what would happen if the climate changed.

Another excellent week Year 3 and 4, well done!

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6

A wonderful week of exciting learning in Year 5 and 6 again this week.  Children have been
working extremely hard and the quality of the work has been superb.

Miss Thomas has led the children through the process of writing a fabulous recount.  First,
we looked at what makes a great recount, we then planned our own (around a trip / event
that we felt we could write a lot about) and then produced a final version.  We then peer
reviewed a friend’s work and gave them great feedback and also identified areas to
improve.

We have been using the Frayer Model which helps us to focus on key vocabulary across
our curriculum and identify features relating to that word or phrase.  Here are some good
examples of it in use:

During science this week we have been studying friction. When is it good to have friction
and when is it a nuisance? Nuisance was also one of our words from our SCODE spelling
sessions and we have been using it across our lessons, in context.

We sorted cards out into ‘useful’ and ‘not useful’ friction and we were able to tell our
friends why.



Mr Harvey and Miss Thomas







https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Sing23
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