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Head of School Update
This week we welcomed our CEO, Mr McGrane, back into school along with Mr Brown to carry out
a review of our Personal Development provision.  We have a very clear rationale around what we
are aiming to achieve in terms of the personal development of our pupils and it is something
which spans every element of our school:
Our school values underpin all aspects of school life and are instrumental in developing the
children’s character and dispositions.  We instil a balance of moral and mental characteristics, to
enable pupils to become responsible, respectful and resilient citizens who are able to self-regulate
and who have strong and healthy relationships and a secure understanding of how to keep safe.
Our global curriculum is an integral part of our personal development provision and it guides
children to understand themselves, understand others and understand the wider world and their
place in it.  Through our personal development provision, children are empowered to act with
integrity and a sense of agency and are able to co-operate with others.

As always, I was so proud of how the children conducted themselves and they did an excellent job
of both demonstrating and explaining our personal development curriculum to our visitors.
Mr McGrane shared the following comments:
“It was lovely to be able to spend the day in school on Monday taking a closer look at all of the
activities that support the Personal Development curriculum. The highlight was being able to
observe the pupils in and around the school and talk to them about what they have been learning
in assemblies and PSHE lessons. I was very impressed with the children; at all times their behaviour
was excellent, they were knowledgeable about topics such as how to staff safe and live a healthy
life, and showed tolerance and respect for their peers and adults. It was a very enjoyable and
encouraging day.”

The visit was not the only exciting part of our week as we also held Science Day on Thursday.  The
children loved working in their castle groups, exploring the connections that exist in science.  We
most definitely have some future scientists in our school!  Many thanks to Miss Dixon for
organising such an inspiring day for all of the children.

We look forward to welcoming parents and carers into school to meet with your child’s class
teacher on Monday or Tuesday next week.  Please knock on the classroom door at the time of your
appointment to help us run to time.

Please look out in your inbox for a letter from Mr McGrane with an update about exciting future
plans for Belsay.

Best wishes, Claire Johnson



Science Day
The theme for British Science Week 2023 is ‘Connections’. Our world is full of connections -
connections in our bodies, with other people and to other countries, connections to other planets,
electrical connections and even connections between animals in their habitats. Yesterday we
celebrated Connections during our whole school Science Day and had lots of fun working in mixed
year group teams to complete activities and investigations.
Primrose- “This was the funnest day of school ever!”
Mathilde- “I liked working with children from each class in different classrooms”.
William and Rogan- “We liked going into the invention shed to make our own creations!”

Being an inventor:
We thought about inventions that would help
us around the house. We looked at inventions
that were created during the Victorian era and
made our own. Everyone had a great time in
the invention shed and it was lovely to see and
hear lots of teamwork taking place. We had
lots of inventions, from robots that could
make you food, to a phone holder and even a
hoover that hoovered the house for you.

Fingerprints:
For this activity we used flour to make our
own fingerprints. We then looked closely and
decided if our fingerprint was a loop, arch or a
whorl. The most common fingerprint in school
was the loop.

Miss Houghton

Making a Moon Dial
We learnt about the eight phases of the moon
and studied how the moon appears to change
shape each night. We made Moon Dials to
help us track the phases at home.

Cracker Challenge
We discussed the connection from our brain to
the muscles in our bodies and completed the
cracker challenge- can you move the cracker
from the top of your head and into your
mouth without using your hands?

Miss Dixon



Noisy neighbours

We spent the day exploring how sound travels
and how this may impact our day to day lives.
We looked at what sound is and how it can
travel through different materials before
creating our own string telephones to
investigate this. We used short pieces of string
and then longer pieces of string to look at how
this may affect the quality of sound and how
the string needs to be straight in order for the
sound waves to travel.

Miss Cruse & Miss Henery

Journey of our food

We explored the connection between
how vegetables grow and how they end up on
our dinner plate. We followed  the field to fork
journey of one vegetable – broccoli – and
created or own storyboards and posters
about a different vegetable, showing the
different stages of its journey from field to
fork.

Mr Harvey



Strike Update
As you are no doubt aware, the NEU teaching union has strikes planned for two
consecutive days next week - Wednesday and Thursday.  I am grateful again to the
teachers for sharing their intentions with me so that I am in a position to inform you that
school will remain open to all children on both days.

Class by Class Attendance

Class Attendance

Reception 90.91

Y1/2 94.12

Y3/4 96

Y5/6 90.91

Please refer to the graphic below which shows the significant impact of absence over time.



Safeguarding Update





Upcoming events:

13th & 14th
March

Parent / carer consultations

14th - 20th March Book Fair

Week beginning
27 March

Made In The North East Week
Each class will study an aspect of local history/geography including a
visit.

Monday 27 March Belsay Shakespeare Cast’s performance of The Tempest at Northern
Stage

Friday 31 March End of term

Monday 17 April Summer term begins

Monday 1 May Bank Holiday

Monday 8 May Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation)

Tuesday 9 May -
Friday 12 May

Y6 Sats

Friday 26 May End of summer 1

Monday 5 June Summer 2 begins

Week beginning
12 June

Year 1 phonics screening

Week beginning
16 June

Y6 France trip

All dates may be subject to change.



The week in Reception

Another fantastic week for our Reception children.  This week we started our story focus
on Christopher Nibble and Christopher’s Caterpillars.  Christopher Nibble is a guinea pig
who loves football, gardening and trying his best to be helpful.  Both stories are very good
at showing how to write lists and captions.  We have also thought about how we can take
care of guinea pigs and what they need.  It has been lovely to share the children’s work on
tapestry, as they have all worked very hard with this.

In maths we have thought about number bonds to 10.  We have used 10 frames and
counters to make 10, then we have recorded ways to make 10 and then practised saying
the number pairs quickly.  The children are growing in confidence with this and we are
working hard to try and remember them.
Please see tapestry for more photos from the week!

Miss Houghton



The week in Key Stage 1

KS1 had a busy but brilliant week! Year 1 have been

learning place value in numbers up to 50 in Maths and

have been practising counting forwards and backwards

in tens. Year 2 worked hard to find halves, quarters and

thirds of amounts.

In English we retold the story of our class text Stella and the Seagull. We thought carefully

about the structure of a story and what language makes a story interesting to read. We

are looking forward to innovating the text next week, writing our own stories of small

people making big differences in their community!

In PSHE we continued our class Linking Project and answered the question Who are We?.

We played circle games to find out more about the interests and hobbies of our class

community. We found out lots of new and exciting information about each other. We then

worked with partners to discuss visible and invisible similarities and differences between

ourselves. We realised that in order to find the invisibles, we have to be curious and ask

questions!

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4
This week in Year 3 and 4 we have been focusing on sustainability and renewable energy
during English and we have been exploring how this connects to our English text ‘This
morning I met a whale’.

We have all been working extra hard this week at our class goal of all showing at least one
act of kindness and it has been great to witness all the lovely interactions and gestures
made throughout our class and the wider school community.

In PSHE we have been working on perseverance and exploring what this is and why it is
important and reflecting on times when we have used perseverance ourselves and
completed mini challenges that required us to use this skill.

We have re- introduced our daily reflection on what we have done that day to make
ourselves proud which has been a lovely, positive way to end our day and also to
nominate other students we are proud of and explain why.

We all had so much fun at Science day and loved mixing with other year groups as well as
completing lots of different challenges and expanding our Science knowledge even
further.

Well done for a wonderful week Year 3 and 4.

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6

This week we have had a real focus on our core values that
drive us through our learning.  British Values are an integral
part of the curriculum and the themes run throughout our
work.  Another important aspect of our learning is studying
protected characteristics and we have continued to discuss
the importance of these this week in our English lessons.
Children have identified how our character, August, from our
English book, is being discriminated against because of his
disability.  We have had some very thoughtful and insightful
discussions.  There are many scenarios where we may face
discrimination, prejudice or intolerance and our children are
able to discuss these in detail and the issues that may be
caused.

In our forest school session this week, we had to build a storm shelter that protected us
from both the wind and the rain.  Miss Thomas improvised with the rain by pouring water
over our shelters to ensure they were waterproof!  We have continued to show great
teamwork and problem solving skills and we managed to stay dry.

Mr Harvey and Miss Thomas






