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Head of School Update

What a wonderful Christmas-filled week we have had in school.  Thank you to everyone who

attended our nativity performance of Hosanna Rock on Monday.  I was so impressed by the

collaboration and commitment the children displayed in rehearsing for the nativity and felt very

proud of how they performed on the day.  We have had some lovely feedback from families who

thoroughly enjoyed seeing the children perform and it seemed the Christmas spirit was well and

truly ignited by the end of the morning.

On Tuesday, a group of children collaborated with children from Ponteland Primary School to

spread Christmas cheer at The Courtyard at Kirkharle.  It

was a beautiful, frosty winter morning and the setting

couldn’t have been more perfect for the children to

perform their carols.

Claire from Kirkharle wrote to thank the children:

“I had some wonderful feedback about how the children really made
The Courtyard festive with their beautiful singing.  So, thank you so

much for all the effort that went into making it a super special
performance.”

Our fabulous Mrs Hayes prepared a delicious Christmas lunch for all the children and staff to enjoy

together on Wednesday.  The hall was filled with Christmas music, crackers and lots of happy

people!

Ordinarily, schools would have broken up by this point in the year but we have one last week to go

which takes us right up to Christmas Eve!  We have our Christmas pantomime at the Tyne Theatre

to look forward to on Tuesday which everyone is very excited about.  Each class will also have their

own party and letters will have been shared with you about this from each teacher.  School will

break up for the Christmas holidays at 1.30pm on Friday - I think we will all be ready for Christmas

by then!

Best wishes and I hope everyone has a lovely weekend preparing for Christmas.

Claire Johnson



Value of the Month:

December’s school value is collaboration.  It is not
by accident that we opted to cover collaboration
over the festive period!  There have been so many
opportunities for the children to work together
this month, both through the Christmas
performance and also within the curriculum.  I
think the staff would all agree that the children
have worked hard to develop this value.

Upcoming events:

19th December Year 3 and 4 Christmas party

20th December Whole school trip to the pantomime, am

21st December Year 5 and 6 Christmas party

22nd December Reception and KS1 Christmas party

23rd December School closes at 1.30pm for the Christmas break

9th January Return to school

15th January Closing date for Reception applications

All dates may be subject to change.





The week in Reception

I was so impressed with everyone on Monday during our performance, not only did we
show respect by sitting so well and listening to the Christmas story, it was lovely to see the
children trying their best with the singing. A big thank you to our Reception parents who
all joined in to help the children sing our song!

This week we have started our Christmas crafts, the children are very eager to keep them
as a surprise for their families. I have been so impressed with how hard the children have
tried with them and it is clear to see it is the children’s own work. Here are a few previews
of our craft afternoons!

Miss Houghton



The week in Key Stage 1

KS1 have been working hard in Maths to solve tricky problems this week. Year 1 have been
learning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s and Year 2 have been using arrays to make number
sentences. In Science, we have been learning the importance of exercise and how our
bodies respond to it. We completed an investigation to see which exercise increased our
heart rates the most by recording heart beats per minute. It was our last week of Art with
Pip and Francesca, Fine Art students from Newcastle University. We finished our final art
pieces inspired by The King Who Banned the Dark using mixed media to show light and
darkness.

We enjoyed eating a wonderful Christmas lunch
together with our friends, thank you Mrs Hayes!

“Christmas lunch was delicious!” Mathilde.

“I enjoyed the gingerbread man pudding!” William.

Miss Dixon



The week in Year 3 and 4
Another amazing week in Year 3 and 4 filled with pride. We were all very pleased with
ourselves on Monday after our performance and Miss Cruse was extremely impressed
with everyone's bravery and performance skills during our nativity.
In computing we have been focusing on creating drawings on paper and then comparing
how this can be transferred to drawing on our computers. Miss Cruse was so impressed
that we have developed this skill further with a small christmas surprise ready for next
week.
Everyone in our class has shown amazing resilience during our assessment week and have
made themselves proud with how hard they have worked but also how focused we have
been with all the excitement around us and it was great to finish off our week getting into
the Christmas spirit before our party on Monday.
Well done Year 3 and 4, you have been amazing!

Miss Cruse



The week in Year 5 and 6
We have had an incredibly busy and exciting week in school.

The start of the week began with the children taking part in the Christmas production.
Well done to the whole class who stepped up to the plate and took their narrator parts
seriously and retold the nativity story with great expression and impact.  There were many
happy faces all round in the hall.  We hope many of them will volunteer to take part in our
Shakespeare Club from January and bring their acting talent and loud voices to the
Northern Stage!

In Science this week we have looked at the similarities and differences between
amphibian and insect life cycles.  We had a great class discussion focused on the various
animals who go through a metamorphosis stage during their life cycle and just how
wonderfully exciting nature can be.

During our PSHE lesson this week, we tackled a really big issue - gambling.  We had some
very mature debates about the risks around gambling and the negative impacts this can
have on families, often leading to serious consequences.  The children said they are
exposed to so many gambling adverts and that they thought companies should do more
to make sure they are protected from this.

We are really looking forward to our Christmas party afternoon next Wednesday (21st).
Mr Harvey



Vacancy - Lunchtime Supervisor

Are you, or a friend or relative, interested in a role in school?  We are looking for
additional Lunchtime Supervisors to support the supervision of children at lunchtime,
between 12pm and 1pm Monday to Friday (we can be flexible around days if you would
prefer not to work every day).

You will:

- Provide support and guidance to children in the school setting during lunchtimes.
- Work as part of a welcoming and supportive team of staff, parents and governors
- Have excellent communication skills and a commitment to working within a team
- Be a positive role model for all of our pupils and uphold our school values.

Salary details:

£9.50 per hour (equated to account for term time working)
Access to the Local Government Pension Scheme

This school is strongly committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. The successful applicant will be required to obtain an Enhanced
Certificate of Disclosure from the DBS and a range of other recruitment checks.

Please contact Claire Leightley at c.leightley@peletrust.org.uk or 01661 864426 if you
wish to apply, or for a further discussion about working hours.


